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CHRISTIAN READER. 


| Chriſtian, 


RORRY Holc Preſervatives which are ſave 
i raignly uſctul at all times, cannot in 
32s. times of common Contagion be repu- 
CONDOS ted uſeleſſe, or unſeaſonable. Upon 
that account 1t 1s, that I nave now adventured 
theſe few Meditations to a publike view. Surely, 
it ever there was a time of ſpirztual Contagion,ſuch 
1s this, whereinto Providence hath caſt us at this 
day in this Nation; wherein the Plague of Here- 
ticall Blaſphemy 1s grown ſo deſperately Epide- 
mical.that many(once {cemingly precious) ſouls 
are now infected with it. Alafſe what {ad tokens 
(I cannot fay Gods,but the Devils Tokens) are 
now to be {een upon ſome of them, in whom not 
long ſince the Image of God to the judgment of 
Charity was hopetully conſpicuous; in ſo much 
that without a miracle of mercy thece 1s little 


hope 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
hope of their Recovery. And who is there that 
hath the heart of a Chriſtian, but ont of a ſad re- 
ſentment of fo dreadful anEwi/ yet growing and 
{preading, would willingly contribute all poflt- 
ble Connſels and Endeawours for the healing of 
it? To this endit 1s that I have now communi- 
cated this Antidote, which (as I am afſured it can 
be burtful to none, {o)if ut may be helpful to any, 
whether by way of Prevention, or Cure, I have 
what I aymed at, and ſhall reſt, 


7 hire an ihie ſervice of our 
Yarmonth, | 
AneuSt 22. 
I 650. common Lori, 


Jon. BxinSLEv, 


AN 


Antidote 


Againſt the Poyſonous Weeds of 


Hereticall BL.aSPHEMLIES. 
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2 T [ M. Zo 2, 
For men ſhall be Lowers of thezr own ſelves,Cove- 


tous, Boaſters, Proud, | Blaſphemers. ] 


"C& N the verſe foregoing the Apoſtle giveth his Tims- 

Was :/-y a general advertiſement concerning Evill 

times, which wereto come. | Thu knew alſo,that 

ol legs, 1 the laſt dayes perilous times ſhall come. | EE © 
TEAR In the laſt dayes |, that is, hereafter, in ſucceed- _ bo pen 

mg times : both in 7Timothies time, which the Apoſtle here hath ye, —_—= 

an eye unto, as appeareth from the fifth verſe of the Chapter, ſum Chriftiane 

where he willeth him to. avoid ſuch perſons as afterward he Ecdefie fa- 

ſpeaketh of [" from ſuch turn away ]; as aiſoin after ages of the $0 Calv. ad, 

Church, So Calvin apprehends it. By the laſt dayes ( faith he) the Kh 4 

eApoſtle here underſtands the whele ſtate of the Church under the malizia, de 

Goſpel; which here he declareth and foretellecth ſhould not be 9»4 /oquitur, 

ſuch a quiet and peaceable ſtate as ſome happily dreamed of, but ſubinde majo- 


rw | : res wires ſu 
a troubleſome and dangerous ſtate. In the laſt dayes perilors wat, ch cum 


times ſhall come, | tempore Creſe 

Perilous times ] Keuegt 52a: woi. T empora difficilia, moleſta, pe cat, uſq"ead 
riculoſa. Hard and difficult times : Troubleſome and Greivous pragy pan 
times : perilous and dangerous times ; Times difficult, greivous, 7 Runge 


B dange- ad loc, 


——— — -—— 
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Cicero, 
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dangerous in general to all Chriſtians, in ſpecial to T imothies, 
the faithful Adiniſtersof the Goſpel, Formidoloſa tempora (as the 
Orator hath it) 7 earfnl, dreadful times; Such times \faith the 


Apottle)[ ball comme | : come upon the Church, 
Burt how ſo 2 What is it that ſhould make the times 0 bad, 

{o dreadful ? For this he aſfigneth the reaſon in verſe 2 A rea- 

ſon taken from the evil 2»aliries, and diſpoſitions of men who 


—” ſhould live in theſe times; For men ſhall be lovers of their owne 


ſelves.c>c.| 


Obſ, Lo, what it is which maketh evill times, vit. Evill men li- 
ving in thoſe times, Herein it is that the Apoſtle placeth the evill 
of thoſe times, which here he ſpeakerh of,nor in penal evils,evils 
of judgment, outward Calamities,as War, Famine,Peſtilence, 8c, 
(which a carnal eye looketh upon as the only things which make 
evill times), bnt in the evils of fin which abound in thoſe times, 
This, this it is which maketh evill times. /r 35 an evill time 
({aich the Prophet Amos cap. 5+ 13+), but what made it fo? Why 
the manifold tranſgreſſions , and mighty fins of the people; (ſo 
the verſe foregoing giveth the reaſon of it.) I, thoughthe times 
ſhould be never ſo ſucceſieful and proſperous in all other re» 
ſpcAs, yet if {in abound in them, they are evill times : Key} xa. 
xewoi,, Difficult rimes, ſpecially for the Miniſters of God to bear 
up head againſt the ſtream. Grievous times. To a gracious ſpirit 
nothing more grievous then to ſee iniquity abounding, and ſo the 
name of God diſhonoured. This was the Corroſive which gal- 
led and vexed Lors righteous ſoule, even the filthy converſation of 
the wicked Sodomites, 2 Pet. 2. 7. And Perilows times , being in- 
fecious times, wherein all chat live in them are in danger in one: 
kind or other of being made partaker: of the (insofothers;etther 
by complying with them, or coming at them, or vot mourning for 
them,or not appearing forGol againſt them as they ought to do. 

Applic, Let it be taken notice of by the way; Brethren,there 
are many amongſt us, (I mult not ſay all, for there are ſome who 
dreatnc of golden times, and glorious times, and bl: fſed rimes,ne- 
ver better, how truly 1 ſhall ſhow you anon), but many and the 
orcateſt part) complaine of evill times, difficult, grievous, dan- 
zerous times ; and therein they are not miſtaken , for they are 
ſointruth. But what is it that maketh them ſo > why, the evils 
of fin abounding in theſe times, Trucindeed, there arc a» 

| a 
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things which to fleſh 8: blood are hard,and grievous,and perilous. 
The ſword is yet amongſt us, and famine is amongſt us, and decay 
of trading is amongſt us, and though not Peſtilexce, yet ſome 0- 
ther diſeaſes which are looke< upon as to a degree infeRious and 
contagious, are amonſt us. But behold greater evils then theſe. 
All kind of /inful abominations are tobe found inthe midſt of us, 
And theſe are they which make the times to be ſo evill times, 
Taking notice of this, withall take notice of the way, 
the next way, the onely way to mend theſe times. Every of 
us mend our ſelves; mend the Perſons, and mend the Times. As 
for judgments, it is 1n vaine to repine and murmure at them, to 
lift at them, This is but as the galled horſe that ſeeketh to (ſhake 
off his burden, which, being faſtned cohim , galleth him ſo much 
the more, Judgments they muſt do the work for which they are 
ſent, execute their Commiſſion. Let our hands be againſt the evils 
of ſin, Every of us endeavouring according to our (now almolt 
forgottten) Covenant, to go each before other in a reall Reformas» 
zion of our own bearts and lzves. This is the way to make the ſtreet 


clean ; every one to {weep before his own dore. And this is the” 


way to make the tumes better, every one to mend, to reforme 
one. This is the trueſt Emendatio tremporum , amending of the 
times, to amend the perſons in thoſe times. So long as men are 
ſuch as the Apoſtle here deicribeth ſome. ir is impoſſible the times 
{hould be good. No, they will be, they muſt be d:fficu!t, tronble- 
ſome, dangerous, evill times. | 

But what kind of ex are they which have ſuch a maligne in- 
Ruence upon the times, to make them fo evill > This the Apoſtle 
ſers forth in the ſequel of this verſe ; where he reckons up a 
Catalogue of vices , which if once they come to be Epidemical, 
rife _ common, they infect and poyſon the times, proving dan- 
gerous and pernicious to the Church, 1 he firſt is Se/f-/ove,;ruawns 
which the Apoſtle here placerh in the front, as a file-leader, and 


—— 


that not without caule z \in as much as this vice maketh way for, _— 


and uſhereth in all the reſt. The ſecond:is Coveronſneſſe,ammgwein, 
Love of money, which the Apoltle in the tenth verſe of the fixth 
Chapter of the former Epiſtle calleth the Root of af.evill. The 
third is Arrogancie, and the fourth Pride, two vices necr a kinne, 
Coſen german, aNorin, vaingarie, when, men ſhall arrogate 
mach unto themicives; looking wy and ſupercilioully upon 0- 
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thers, The fifth is, that which 1 have fingled out from the reſt, 
being led to it by the preſent occaſion, B/aſphemy; and upon that 
I _ ſpend my following Meditations, ſen ſhall be Blaſphe. 
mers |, | 

blaſphemers |, The word Originally is Greek, Ba/oenwer, re- 
tained in the Latin and Engliſh. The derivation of the word will 


| Fuftathius. lead usto the proper ſ1g01acation of it, Bazrenueiy, q. Carncſy Tails 


@hpars, (faith the Erymologiſt: impetere r#um?ribus, to aſſault one 
with rumours and falſe tales; or rather (as it is more vulgarly ta- 
ken) g. 2aimew mw onuw, Alterins famam maledittis ledere,to 


| VideBez. in Wrong the good name of another. This is B/afphemy at large; 
| Gr. Annot, in any wrong injurie, indignity offered to the good name, credit, 
| Mar,g 3. reputation of another, whether of Gea or of Mas. 


| Aur quia eſt I. For Man, the wronging of his good name by (landerous, 
' @nun BAuD- 


Tere m7 SE con;umelious ſpeeches, it may be called Blaſphemie. And ſo we 
finde it, not only. among prophane Writers, whith whom the 
blem. 1.c.t0g. third of Titm v. 2. the Apoſtle chargeth Chriſtians that they 
mit 1 ſpeakevill of no man. The Original hath it, B/afþheme no- man, 
_ unve exeopnuiir. Of this kinde of Blaſphemie it is that the A- 
poſtle ſpeaketh, Col. 3. 8, where he reckon: up this amongſt the 
Rags of the o/4 Adam; which he requireth Chriſtians to put off, 
[ But now you alſo put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice, blaſphe- 
mie, viz. (peaking evill of their neighbour, In this ſenſe Pau! 
ſaith of himſelf, 1 Cor. 4.13. and Row. 3. 8, that he was defa- 
med, ſlanderouſly reported of : where 1n both places the word is, 
Blaſphemed, | his Saint Peter tels us is the lot of Gods people to 
be thus B/aſphemed, evill ſpoken of by wicked men; 1 Per. 4, 4. 
To wrong the name of any good man 1s Blaſphemie at large. 
2. But moſt commonly in phrate of Scripcure, and amongſt 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers, the word is taken in a more reſtrained 
——enſe, as relating unto Gog; and it imports fome derogation, ſome 
wrong or tnjurie offcred tothe name .of God, Which may be 
done cither by cthomght, word, or deed. Dy thought, when any (hall 
entertain any diſhonourable opinions, or conceptions concerning 
God, thinking otherwile of him then is meet. Ey word, when 
men ſhall utter and exprefle thoſe diſhonourable thoughts by 
diſgraceful language , ſpeaking otherwite of God then 1s meer. 
In deed, when men ſhall do that which is highly diſhonourable 


unts. 
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unto God, Each of theſe may be called B/afphemie, There is a 
Blaſphemy in chought, It was Fobs fear concerning his ſons, leſt 
in the midſt of cher mirth they ſhould have Bluſphemed God in 
their hearte, Job 1.5, have let in ſome diſhonourable thoughts 
concerning the Majeſty of God into their hearts in the hear and 
liberty of their feaſting. And there is a Blaſphemie in Deed. It 
is the Lords complaint againſt the Jewes, 1/. <5. 7. They have 
burnt [ncenſe upon the Monntains , and Blaſphemed me upon the 
Hills. There they had done that which tended co the high dif. 
honour of God, and ſo blaſphemed him,though not verbally and 
formally, yet attually and interpretatively, Fut moſt properly 
Bl:ſphemy 1s an injury offered tothe name of God by word. This 
is Bla/phemy in an Eccleſiaſtical ſenſe; To ſpeakimpiouſly and 
wickedly,1o as ctther diredty and immediatly, or indirettly and 
interpretatively it reacheth unto the contumely of God himielf, 

©. But what kind of Blaſphemy is it which we mcet with 
in the text ? [| Men fall be blaſphemers ] but what kind of Blat: 
phcmers > whether of God or of Aer? 

Anſw. Here Expoſitors are divided. Some underſtand it in 
the former ſenie, tranſlating the word barely maledici, Slande- 
rers, Defamer, Evil-ſpeakers ; ard ſome of them reſtraining it 
only to 4ſex. But others here look upon the Word with another 
eye, conceiving the Apoſtle here principally to point at this high- 
eſt kind of evill ſpeaking, imptous ſpeaking, and that cither di- 
rely or by conſequence againſt G ed himlelfe. So Eſpencers, A- 
retins, Grotins, | Blaſphemers | viz, of 30d ; And che laſt of them 
givech a reaſon why he conccives it ſhould be lo;, a reaſon taken 
from the order of the words, wherein he apprchends a kind of 
Gradation. Men ſhall be lovers of themſelves, Conetous, Boaters, 
Proud, a#9ue4v0, Contemners of other men (as he expounds tbe 
Word) I, not ſparing God himielt, Blaſphemers of him, And if 
thatbe true, which Epiphanius with great probability con je- 
cures, viz. that the Apolile berein this deſcription aimes at 
thoſe Hererticks which {ſhould ſpring up in the .infancie of the 
Church, as viz. Simon, Menander, Ebion Ceriathus,( arpocrates, 
and the Gnciticks; we thall not need to mince the matcer ; for 
fuch were they, down-right Blafyhemers in an Eccleſtaitical 
ſenie ;, Blaſphemers of God, And that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. here, 
if not of chews, yetof /uch as they, it is rightiy and clearly hy 

CC 
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fred from the ſixth and eighth verſes of the chapter. Where 
ſhewing, who and what they were whom he ſpake of, [ Of thu 
ſort (faith he) are they which creep into houſes, and lead captive 
filly wemen, verſe 6. plainly pointing out falſe teachers, Here- 
ticks, who vented and ſcattered their falſe doArines and hereſies, 
.clancularly and cloſely in corners, taking advantage upon the 
weaker ſex, (as the devil at firſt did,) ro make the firſt impreſ- 
ſion upon them, as all Hereticks in all ages ever have done, and 
at this day do. And again ver/, $. «AM: Fannes and lambres with- 
flood Moles, ſo do theſe alſo reſiſt the truth, men of corrupt minds, 
concerning the faith reprobate. Such they were whom the Apoſtle 
here ſpeakerh of, Blaſphemons Hereticks, And being ſuch, we 
may well conceive this to be the ſinne which here he chargeth up- 
on them, viz, Blaſphemy in a reſtrained ſenſe, even Blaſphemy 4- 
gainft God. 

Having thus found out the kind of evil here charged, our 
_ work mult be yet a little more fully to open the nature 
Of it. 

Blaſphemy, in proper acceptation, what it is, Ihave already 
told you in the general ; It is any 1nj#ry offered to the name of God 
by word: Or Speaking evill of the name of God. So the Lord com- 
Plains of it, I/.5 2.5. fy name continually every day is blaſphemeds 
To which text the Apoſtle relates, Roms. 2. 24. T he name of God 
3s blaſphemed among the Gentiles] That is, evil-ipoken of. Now 
for a more particular explication, that we may dive alittle into 
the bowels of this ſinne, let me briefly open unto you thee two 
things. Firſt, hat is meant by the name of God. And flecond- 
p How the name of God may be iujured by word, evil-(po- 

NR Ofs 

1. Forthe former; by the name of God we are to underſtand 
any thing, whereby God Himſelf or his Fill, tis Natere or his 
Aind, are made known to us, (Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain, Command. 3.) Now this is done many 
Ways. As by his Tires, «Attributes, Works, Word, Religion, Ordi- 
nances, Image. Hu Titles, as lehovah, Elohim, God, Lord. His 

Attributes or Properties, 2s Power, Goodneſſe, Mercy, Truth, 
His Works of Creation and Providence. His Word, which is his 
mind and will reyealed inthe Scriptures, Relzgion, the Nottrine 
ard Prattice of it, His Ordinances, Prayer, the publick {;n;ftry 


of 


(7) 


of the Word, Sacraments, Sabbaths. His Image, whether Eſſents- 
all, as it was'in Chriſt, who is called the Image of the inviſible God, 
x Col. ns. the expreſſe Image of his per(on, Reb. 1,2, which is cal- 
led the name of God, Exod. 23.21. 1y name is in him, (ſpeaking 
of Chriſt) : Or Accidental, as it 1811 91en, upon whom the name 
of God is called, as ic isupon Aagiftrates , who are therefore 
called: Gods, Pſal. $2. 1. 5, Exod. 22, 25, And upon Mimſters 
whoſtand in the place of God as his Ambaſſadonrs, ating in his 
name, and bearing his name, (2s it is ſaid of Pax, Atts 9.15.)And 


generally upon all the faithful people of God, who bear the 
Image of their heavenly Father , andare called by his name , as 


we have it, Det, 23, 10, Fer.14. 9, By theſe God maketh him- 
{c}f known uuto us, and therefore each may be called his vame. 
Dreft, 2, Now, How may this name of God be ſaid to be inju- 
7ed, evill ſpoken of ? 
Azxſw. I anſwer in the general, when men ſhall abuſe any of 


theſe by word, ſpeak contumeliouſly of them. This Contumely 


redounding unto God himſelf, every word fo ſpoken is Baſphe» 
mie, As Y | 

1, When the Titles of God are abuſed ; .whether by way of 
Tncantation, as thoſe Jewiſh Exorciſts called the name of eſis 
overthem which had evill ſpirits, A#s 19. 13. or by way of Ex- 
ecration, curſing the name of God, or by his name, which was the 
Blaſphemie of the 1/-ae/itiſh womans ſon, Levit. 24. 11. who-blaf- 
phemed the name of the Lord, and curſed ; or by way of Pejeration, 
forſwearing, or by way of wicked ſwearing, which Tremelins ren» 
ders Blaſphemaa, Blaſphemy.. Levit.5.1. 

ſhoes. ,God isBlaſphemed in his e £:trib«tes,and thatthree 
Wayes. 

I. When men ſhall deny that unto God Which properly belongs 
unto him, and is agreeable to his nature : As when men ſhall deny 
him to be ſuch a one as he hath revealed himielf; denying him. 
to be Ommipr:/ent, Omniſcient, Omnipotent : which laſt was the 
Blaſphemie of Rab/aakeh and the ſervants of the King of Aſſyria, 
who bade defiance unto God in point of power, as it he had nor 
been able to deliver Tern/alem out of the hands of their Maſter, 
2 Kings 18, 35. compared with chap, 19. 6. 

2. When men ſhall attribute that unto God, which is not agreeable 
to his nature ; faſten diſhonoucable attributes upon him, taking 


up: 


EIN 
I, 


Pocem Blaſphes- 
mie. Ticmel. 


* 


25. 
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up,and venting of mean and low apprehenſions concerning God, 


as the Heathens of old, and ſome Heyeticks have done, and [dola- 


ters, and blind ignorant perſons daily do : who miſconceiving of 


God, thinking him to be likennto themſelves (as the Lord faith 


of the wicked man, P/al. 50.21.) exprefſe thole their miſconcei- 
vings, to the diſparaging of the Majeſty of the infinite 


God. 


3. When men ſhall attribate that unto the creature, which is pro+ 
per to the (reator : whether unto rhemſelves; that is the Blaſphe- 
my which the Scribes cenſure Chriſt for (though unjultly) ar. 
9. 2,3. This man blaſphemeth (ſay they) viz. in taking upon him 
to forgive (innes, which is a work proper unto God. Or unto 0- 
thers, as when men ſhall make Gods of men, atttibuting divine 
properties, Or giving divine honour to them ;as the People to He- 
rod, Ats 12.22, And theLyſtrians to Pas/ and Barnabas, As 
14.11,12,13.and as Coxrt-paraſites do ſometim 2s to their Prix- 
ces,and Romiſh flatterers to their lord god the Pope (as ſome of 
them have not ſpared to call him.) Each of thele is B/aſphemy. 
Blaſi hemy againſt the Artribates of God, 

Toicdly, there is blaſphemy againſt the works of God ; His 
works of Creation and Providence, And thus again God may be 
blaſphemed three ways. 

1. When men ſhall deny theſe works, oreither of them:deny 
the works of Creation, as thole Philoſophers who would have 
the world to be from Ererzity, - cocxiltent with God himlſelfe, 
Deny the work of Providence, as Epicurus did, and Ariſtotle is 
conccived to have done; attributing the events of things, either 
ro the conr/e of nature, to Fate and Deſtiny, or to Chance and 
Fortnie, | 

2, When men ſhall vi//ife, ſpeak diſgraceful'y of the ore or 
other of chete works. Of the work of Creation, Momw-like 
car; ing at {50ds workmanſhip in any of his Creatures. Ofthe 
work of Providerce,quarrelling with his diſpenſations, finding 
fanit with his ordering and diſpoling of the couric of things, as 
if it were not 1n Wiſedome, in Faſtice, ec. 

3. \W hen they (ha!l arrribare the works of God unto Satan, as 
the maictous Jews, who aſcribed thoſe miraculous works 
wrought by the divine power of Chriſt unto Bee/zebab, Mt. 12. 


2;, Thus is God blaſphemed in his works. 
Fourthly 
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Fourthly, thereis a Blaſphemy againſt the ord of God, the 
ſacred Scriptures, When men ſhall derogate from their Amtho+ 
rity, Sufficiencie, Perfettion, Certainty. Such is the Blaſphemy of 
thoſe who dexy them ro be the Word of God ; or ſpeak contr- 


meliouſly and diſgracefully of them, as a dead letter, a Leſbian lea- _ 


den Rule, a noſe of Wax, Inkie Divinity, which is the language 0 
ſome of the Romaniſts, and others. o 

Fifthly, There is a Blaſphemy againſt the Re/ip;on of God; 
When men ſhall ſpeak againſt it, as the Jewes did againſt Paxls 
Doctrine, eAtts 13.45. They ſpake againlt thoſe things Which were 
ſpoken by Paul, contradifting and blaſpheming. ) Or having imbra- 
ced the true Religion of God, ſhall afterwards renoxnce it, make 
defeRion from 1t,v hether through fear, as Pax! faith that by pu- 
niſhing and perſecuting of Chriſtians he made them to Blaſpheme, 
Acts 26. 11. viz. by abjuring or renouncing their Religion. Or 
for any other reſpeRt: Thus Hymeners and Alexanter are ſaid to 
Blaſpheme, x Tim, 1.lt-viz. by making ſhipWrack of the Faith 
which they had profeſled,and fo ſpeaking evill of ir. 

Sixthly, Of the Ordinances of God, when men (hall ſpeak dil- 
gracefully of them, any of them; as of the miſtery of the Word, 
as they did who called Pax!s preaching Babling, As x 7. 18.and 
the Grecians who accounted it fod/;/aneſſe, 1 Cor. 1. Or of the 
Sacraments Or Sabbaths, as Jeruſalems adverſaries did, of whom 
it is ſatd, They mocked at ber Sabbaths, Lam. 1. 7. 

Seventhly and laſtly, God may be ſaid tobe blaſphemed in his 
Image, And that not only in his £fſextial Image, his Son Chriſt, 
who is God equal with his Father; and fo what is done to the 
one by way of honour or diſhonour, redoundeth to the other, as 
our Saviour himſelf tels the Jewes, Zohn 5. 23. but alfo to his ac- 
cidental Image, Thas God is blaſphcmed in ſpeaking evill of the 
lawful Magiſtrate, concerning whom the prohibition is, Thor 
ſhatt not revide the Gods (or Judges) , nor curſe the Ruler of thy 
people, Exod. 22. 28, Thisallo 1s Blaſphemy. Naboth hath blaſphe- 
med God and the King," King.21.10. They ſpeak evil of Dipnirties, 
(faith the Apoſtle of ſome 2 Petr. 2. 10, &aeognuvrres blaſpheme 
them. So in reproaching and flandring the Miniſters of Chriſt. 
T his alſo in Pans language is Bla/phemy, Rom. 3.8.1 Cor. 4.13, 
So again to ſpeak evill of any of the Saints of God, and that be- 
cauſe they are ſuch, this alſo is B/aſphery, xr Vet. 4.4. They ſpeak 
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evill of you]. Blaſpheme you, Such are the reproaches and-con- 
tumelies which are caſt upon any for righteoulneſle ſake; no lefle 
then Blaſphemies, {triking at God through their (ides, in whom 
his 1»age is conſpicuous, All theſe wayes the name of God ma 
be ſaid to be blaſphemcd. So as there are diverſe kinds of blaf- 
phemies againſt God, 

And as there arc verſe kinds, ſo there are diverſe degrees, 
There is a Blaſphemy which is of /gnorance, and there is a Malice 
ow Blaſphemy. The former when men ſpeak evill of what they 
know not :\peakevill of God of Chriſt, of his Religion, &c, be- 
cauſe they know no better. Such w s Pans Blaſphemy before his 
converſion, 1was a Blaſphemer (faith he) But how ſo ? 7 did it 
ignorantly, 1 Tim. 1.13, The latter is, when men having beene 
inli. htned, and having taſted of the heavenly gift , and beene made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoft,&c, ' as the Apolile deſcribeth the 
qualification of an Apoſtate, Heb. 6. 4,3.) having received the 
knowledge of the truth (as we have it, Heb.1o.26.){hall afterwards 
fall away, ſo as toſpeak evill of that way wherein before the 
walked, to deride and mockit; this our Saviour calleth B/aſphe- 


—»”, againſt the Holy Gho#, Matth. 12.3t. viz, nor againſt the per= 


ſon, but againſt the Work, of the Holy Ghoſt; againſti the work 
of 11lumination, and Convittion in the ſoule. Of all kinds and de- 


- grees of Blaſphemy this is moſt dreadful. Blaſphemie , though it 


be of ignorance, is a (in of a high nature. So Pax looked upon it 
after his converſion; reckoning up this as one of the fins which 
made him in his own apprehenſion the ( hief of fenners, 1 Tim, 
1. 15, But malicious Blaſphemy is inexpiable; a in, and the onl 
fin exempt from mercy. A!/l manner of ſin and Blaſphemy ſhall be 
forgiven, but the Blaſphemy a.ainſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be for- 
given unto men, Matth.12,31! . 

Thus have I with what brevity I could, laid: before you the »a- 
ture, kinds, and degrees of this (in, which the Apolile here foretel» 
teth ſhould in after times prove rite and common in rhe Church, 
{ Men ſhall be Blaſphemers | ſpeaking evill of the »ame of God, 
and ſo wrongingand diſhonouring tim in his Titles, Properties, 
Works. Word, Religion, Ordinances, \mage, SOGme 19 one kinde, 
ſome inanother. Such: he ſaith there thoald be in Timerhies 


time, and in after ages; the Church thouid ſeldome want ſome 
or. other of this kinde of men.. 
Rerſt, 
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neſt. But who, or what were they of whom the Apoſtle here 
forecelleth that they ſhould prove fo deſperately wicked ? ev 
ſhall be Blaſph:mers]. But what men ? 

AnſW . We anſwer, The men here pointed at are 

I. Generally, Chriſtians, not ſuch as were without, Heathens, 
or ewes, open and profeſſed enemicsto Chriſt and his G: ſpel; 
but ſuch as made an outward profeſſion of Chriſtianity; and ſuch 
as pretended themſelves members of the Church. So much we 
may collect from the fitth verſe of the Chapter, where the Apo- 
{tle deicribeth thoſe of whom he here ſpeaks, to be ſach as bad 
1ippwr1y cvonbiiag, a forme of godlineſſe, a vizard of piety, a for- 
mall profeſſion of Faith and Holineſſe, though denying the pow- 
er of it, Such they were to be for the general, Profeſſors. 

2, More particularly, not only Profeſſors, but Teachers, Such 
as took upon them to teach and inſtruct others, and were very 
ave, zealous and induſtrious in that way. So the Apoſtle pro- 
ceedeth in his deſcription in the following verſe 6. Of thzs ſort 
are they Which creep into how{es, 8c. | Such as under a pretence and 
colour of propagating and promoting the Goſpel, went about 
venting their erroneous and heretical opinions, and Blaſphemies, 
ſeeking to make Proſelytes, to gaine diſciples, corrupting thoſe 
with their peſti!ent dokrines who woald hearken to them, Such 
were they, of whom the Apoſtle here foretelleth, they ſhould be 
foand guilty of this great Eviil; { Men ſoall be Blaſphemers ] 

So he forctold it, and accordingly it hath come ropaſle. Such 
there were not a few in T i-zothies time. In the hrſt Centwrie, in 
the Apoſtles times, and ſoon after, how many of this brood? {ch 
as pretending to an ou:ward profellion of the Goſpel, yet were 
blaſphemers in ſome kind or other Such were Hymener and eA- 
lexanger and Philetus, of whom our Apoltie tpeakerh, 1 Tim.t. 
29, 2Tim,2, 17, Who amongF#t others, (wy Gay of whom u Hyme- 
news, Kc) had put away Faith (the DoAtrine of Faith) and a good 
conſcience : Erring concerning the faith}, In particular, denying the 
Reſurreftion of the deal, (uying that it was paſt alrcady Moſt pro- 
bably maintaining their Error by opex invettives againſt chat Ar» 
Licle of the Faith : wherenpon the Apoſtle chargeth them with 
Blaſphemie; for the cure of which he delivereth them up unto Sa- 
tan by the cenſure of Excommunication, 1 Tims. 1. 20. Of this 
fort were thoſe in Saint Fohns time, of whom we finde mention, 

6 Revel. 
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Revel, 2, In the Church of Spzyrna there were ſome which ſtood 
chargable with Blaſphemie. \ 1 know the Blaſphemy of them which 


ſay they are Jewes, and are not, but are of the Synagogne of Satan, 


({4ith the Spirit,verſe 9.)$Such a generation of men there were in 
that Church, who ſaid they were Fewes, dragged of the truth of 
their Religion, whiltt they wanted both the inward power and 
outward evidences of it; being in truth the Synagogue of Satan, 
under his government, and ated by him; and (as it is probable) 
theſe ſhndered and reviled thoſe which were not of their way, 
mycighing againſt the truths of God,and ſo became Blaſphemers, 
Such there were alſo in the Church of Pergammw, ſome who held 
the DoArine of Balaarn, ver. 14, Others that held the DoQtrine 
of the Nicolaitans, ver. 15. both heretically Blaſphemers. And 
ſuch alſo was that woman Jezebel in the Church of Thyarira, v. 
20, who called her ſelf a Propheteſſc; ſome noted wicked woman, 
like unto that old Fezebel, or of the ſame name with her,or both; 
who called her (elf « Propheteſſe, pretending (it may be) to Re- 
velation:, or at leaſt toa more then ordinary meaſxre of the ſpirit, 
and 10 took upon her to teach and inſtru others , and by that 
means, bcing naught her felt, ſhe taught others to be like her ſelf, 
{educing them both to corporal and ſpiritual fornication, Adulte- 
ryand /dolatry ; and that (as is moſt probable).under Religions 
pretences ; Which may well be called woe, roy b | 

To theſe Scripture inſtances we may adde thole other which F 
mentioned before; Blaſphemersupon record in Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory, in the firſt Century; ſuch was $imon- agus the father of 
Heyeticks, of whomit is recorded that he gave out himſcif to be 
God, and that it was he which gave the Law at Mount Sina unto 
Afoſes in the perſonof Godthe Father ; and appeared in the per- 
fon of the Sox in Tiberixs his time : and deſcended upon the A- 
poſtles in thoſe cloven tongues of fire in the perſon of the Holy 
Ghoſt atthe day of Pentecoſt:and ſo required Divine honour to be 
eivento him; which accordingly it was at his coming to Rowe, 


where they, who. a little before had refuſed to acknowledge the 


Divinity of Chriſt, now give divine honour to a ſeaucing Sorcerer, 
{etting up his Image with this ſuperſcription, S;moni deo ſantto,to 
Simon an holy God. Out of his aſhes ſprung up Menander, in ma- 
ny things like unto. his maſter $;20n, but in abſurdity of mon- 


Rrons opinions far.exceeding him. And after him that payre of 
- Hereticks, 
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Hereticks, Ebion and Cerinthw, who denyed the Divinity.of 
Chriſt; The latter of which firſt broached the opinion of the 
groſler kinde of Chyliaſts or /1i/:nrarics, about the perſonal 
reigne of Chriſt upon earth, vis. that after rhe Reſnrreftion Chriſt 
ſhould rezpne upon earth for a thou/:nd yeers , anring which time 
the ſubjetts of this Kingdom ſhould erjoy all kind of ſenſwall pleaſures 
and carnal contentments. About the i:me time:or not long after; 
ſprung up that infamous Carpecrates, from whom-came-that wic- 
ked- generation of the Gnoſtirks. A company of blaſphemons He- 
reticks called by the name of Gnoſticks, becauſe they pretended to 
2 more then ordinary k»ow/cage in dark and hidden myſteries ; 


| Whoſe opinions and doftrines were ſodeteſtable, ſo abominable, 


that | inde ſome blaming Epinhanizs for leaving any record of 
them to poſterity ; they being ſuch as cannot but oftend any chaſt 
care to kceare, Oreye toread : Such as juſtly denominated them 
(as Auguſtine tels us they were called) Borborite,or Cenofi, men 
polluted, and wallowing in the mire of all ſpeculative and pra- 
ical filthinelſe, Such were there, tome, and not a few, in thole 
Primitive and pureſt times of the Church, And ſuch there have 
been more or leſſe in all ages of the Church fince, 

O that might not ſay that ſome ſuch there are to be found in 
this Kingdome, in the Church at this day! But alas how is this 
Prophecie of the Apoſtles fulfilled and made good amongſt us in 
theſe laſt and worſt of times? [' In the laſt dayes, &:.men ſpall be 
Blaſphbemers |]. Andis it not, fo? Wherefore is it that we are 
met together this day > but to bewaile the B/aſphemies, the hide- 
ous, horrid, prodigious Blaſphemies which ſwarme almoſt. in all 
places of this Nation at this day? To-go abont to reckon them 
up,wouldbe a work as endleſle as fruitleſfſe, Nay a work in at- 
tempting whereof I ſhould deſerve the like cenſure as the afore- 
ſaid Hiſtorian hath incurred ; there .being ſome,. and not a-few 
of chem ſo horridly impious, that ir is not fit.they ſhovld ever be 
ſo muchas named among Chriſtians ; Such, 'as ſhould I rehearſe 
them, I know they would make all your caresto tingle, 

Not to ſpeak here of the Bla/phemies of many Wicked and pro: 
fane perſons, of whom we may ſay as the Spirit doth of that grea:- 
Whore, Revel. 17. 3. they are full of names of Blaſphemie : not: 
tparing topetrcethorow, to. rend and. teare the ſacred name of 
God in peices by impious- helliſh. Oaths. and /mprecaions.Not 
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regarding how contumelioully they ſpeak of God, of his works, 
of his Religion, Ordinances, Officers, Image, Such a generation 
there is ro be {ound amongſt us, true Malignants, inch as David 
delcribeth, P/al. 73. 9. 7 hey ſet their mouth agair#t the heavens, 
and their tongue walketh through the earth |: they (peak profanely 
of God, and of his works of Providence : Such 1s their pride that 

they .ipeak of cvyery thing at their own pleature, wichout any re- 

gard either to 'apd or man. Not unlike that BeaF inthe Reve- 

lation, Rev, 1 3.64. of whom it 1s.faid that, he opened his month in 

Blaſphemies again#t God, to blaſpheme his name, and his T aberna= 

cle, and them that dwelt in heaven] $0 do they, they ſpare not to 

open their mou'hs in Blaſphemics againſt God, againſt his Re/+- 

t0n, his Ordinances, his Saints, ſuch as ſerve God in holinefle and 
righteouſneſle, being fellow-Citizens of Heaven, and of Gods 

| houſhold. Thus being imbittered againſt the true Religion of 
God, at leaſt againſt the power and praftiſe of ir, they care not 

how baſely they ſpeak of it. and of thoſe who hold it forth by a 

viſible profeſſion and praQtiſe ; not caring what opprobrious and 

diſgraceful terms they caſt upon them, and all for their holinefle 

ſake, for the Imageſake which. they bear; which (as I have ſhewn 

you) is no lefle then Blaſphemy againſt God, whole lervants they 

are, and whoſe cognizance they wear, Eut to leave them; 

The Blaſphemie which we are this day principally to take no- 
tice of, is the Blaſphemy of thoſe who ſay they ave ewes, but are 
ot ; ſuchas pretend to Religion , making an outward profeſſion 
of it, avd yet are Blaſphemers And are there not {uch tobe found 
in this Nation that I ſay not in this place) ? Profeſſors, and yet 
Blaſphemers. Men that profelle to ſtand for God,and for Chriſt, 
and for his Religion, pretending to more of God then others , ard 
yet Blaſpheme all. Would to God the charged 'not Iye to 
jultly againſt ſome, and many. of chis kinde; Should we take a 
generall ſurvey of ſome particulars; what one Article of the Chtt- 
itian faith ſhall we finde which is nor by ſome ſuch either denied 
Or perverted? As for Gol himfelf, though he be acknowledzed in 
word, yet how is he in rrath denicd by thoſe who will not allow 
him to be a diſtiact Eſſence, ſublſting by bimfelf ? Stch ts the Do- 
ctrtne and language of ſome. There is no God but What is within 
#4. As forthat Orrhodox diſtinftion berwixe Eſſence and Per- 

ſon, how isit exploded > The very name of Trixiy jeared ar; and 
the 
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the thing renounced, The Deity of (brit the Son of God, as al- 
ſo of the Holy Ghoſt, and their equality whith the Father , how is 
it profeſled againſt > I might go on, and (hew you the like in 
many other of the Articles. it not all. As allo touching the Scyi- 
ptures, which are made to be no other but a humane breath , and 
that blowing {as the wind) contrary wayes ; containing in them 
many ſilly, vaine, groſſe and contrary things, the Prophets and Apo. 
files therein ( poore men ) ſpeaking according to the preſent tempers 
of their ſpirits | it is their own language). And ſo for the Ord;- 
nances of God, that they are poore and low diſpenſations; worth- 
leſ[e, uſeleſſe, at leaſt ro them, All Religious drties in publike or 
private, are but formes, bodily exerciſes, meeriy /egall. And there 
may be as much of God ſeen and enjoyed m any ſervile labour, as in 
the Miniſtery of the Word, Prayer, &c. To theſe I might adde 
the opprobrious and diſgracefu! language that is poured out up-+ 
on the /ervants of God z; and that not only his ſervants at /arge, 
(asall crue Chriſtians are), who if they be not of their way , are 
{ure rozhear ill enough, what ever elſe they be ; but alſo his ſec- 
vants in Ordinariexhe Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are reproach- 
cd and vilified, and diſgraced, and that not for any perſonal miſ- 
carriages ; but with reference to their prblike capacities, as Minj- 
ſters ; the very office it ſelf being decryed as of no longer ule in 
the Church of God, Bur I finde this work already done to my 
hand by others, who undertaking to give zeſt:mony of the Truth 
of Feſns Chriſt, have poſted up tome of theſe Heretical Blafphe- 
mies in aternam-rei [nfamians, preſenting themto the view ot the 
world, to their eternal Infamie. | 
Thus Profeſſors not a few are turned Blaſphemers, T, ſome 
who (at leaſt in their owne apprehenfions ) ſeemed to be of the 
higheſt forme. I more; ſuch as have been ,” or have taken npon 
them:to be Teachers and Taſtrntters'of others, So fully is Pals 
Prophecie here fulfilled, and accompiiſhed'amongſtus ;_ nrver 
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more, and more deſperate Blaſphemers 6f this kinde to be found. 


in any age, in any Nation of the world then at this day in this, 

Deſt, But how cometh it (0 to paſle, thatchis ſo ill, fo poy- 
ſonous a weed ſhould thus fpring and- grow in this Garden of God? 
And that in this weeding time; "iti this tinte' of pretended, and by 
many really intended' Reformation ? It will not be amilſe a little 
£9-cuguire.into the canes and occaſions of it, 
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- Anſw. 1, For anſwer (in the firſt place), ThisGod itteth, 
I do not ſay he is the Author of ir, (That is one of the Blaſphe+ 
ies of the Times,to make God the Amnthor of ſin, and not of the 
eAtion only, in and with which (in is, but of the very Pravitze, 
Ataxie, Anomie, Irregularity, and finfulneſſe it ſelf which is in ir, 
in which termes it is by ſome delivered); but yet he permittech it, 
and that with an r ax"aas Permiſſion : whichhe doth 
1, In a way of J«dgment,puniſhing one fin with another. Men 
have been zngrateful ynfraitful,ananſwerable to times and means, 
not walking worthy of the Goſpel , not prizing it , but waxing 
wanton under it; therefore hath God given them up after this 
manner. This is che Reaſon which the Apoſtle giveth why the 
Gentiles were given up to {uch Moral and Prattical wickedneſſe 
as they were, Rom. 1. 21, 24. Becauſe when they knew God (viz. 
by the light of nature) they did not glorifie him as God, (give that 
honour and reſpe& unto him which they could not but apprehend 
'due to the Divine Majeſty ) , neither were thazkeful, (for thoſe 
common mercies which they received from his hand\, Therefore 
God gave them up unto uncleanneſſe,&c.] \o puniſhing the breach 
of the fir/? table by giving them up to the violation of the ſecond, 
And for the like cauſe ir is that God in his juſt judgment ſome- 
times giveth up mento this height of ſpecalative wickedneſle, to 
turne Heretical Blaſphemers : Becauſe when they knew God (by 
the light of the Word), they did not glorifie him as God (by (er- 
vinvg im according to his will revealed), therefore hath he thus 
given them up unto Satans deluſions. Whilſt the T>»h was held 
forth unto them, they did not afford it an anſwerable reception, 
So.the Apoſtle renders the reaſon of it, 2 Thef: 20, 11. where 
ſpeaking of Apoſtates who had made defeRion from the fai:h, 
Becanſe (faith he) rbey received not the love of the Truth (that is, 
(faich Grotsoz) they did not prize the love of God in holdi: 
forth his Truth, therruth of che Goſpel unto them; or rather 
they did not entertaine that cruth, imbracing and laying it up in 
their hearts as they ſhould have done), Therefore God hull ſend 
them ſtrong aeluſron that they ſhould beleeve a lye \, Therefore he 
Stverh men up tothe 4mbracing of -Heretical and ſorl-damning 
doRrines. This God doth in a way of jedgmont ro ſome, E: 
2, And ſecondly, he doth it by way of Probation and 7ryal 
unto others, Surely for this cnd 1s this howr of temptation come 


upon 


: of 
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upon the Church at this day, to try thens that dwell upon the earth, 


Rev. 3.10,To try the Faith and Patience and Conſtancie of thoſe 


who are ſound and will cleave unto God, and unto his Truth, 
This reaſon the Apoſtle giverh why there muſt be Heyeſzes in the 
Church, x Cor.11. 19. There muſt be Hereſies (ſaith he) among you, 
that they which are approved may be made manifeſt |. And ſo we may 
ſay, There muſt be Blaſphemies, God ſeeth it expedient to permit 
them, and that to this end amongſt others, thar they which are 
Soxuzor, Sincere and conſtant unto God and his Truth may be 


made manifeſt to themſelves and others. This is one of Gods _— 


winnowing ſeaſons, wherein by this wind he ſeyers the ſound and 
weighty corne from the chaff : ſhowing who they are that are fa- 
ble with him ,and who are otherwiſe, | 

Secondly,as God permits this in zu#ice and wi/dome for theſe, 
and ether ends known to himſelf, ſo Satan as it. This hath the 
Enemy done (ſaith the Husbandman in the parable concerning the 
T ares Which were grown up in his fi/d among his good corne), 
HMatth.13.28, Thele T ares are Schiſmaticks and Heretichs,with 
their Heretical DoArines, which like T ares, intoxicate the brains 
of men which will take them down. Now theſe are of Satars 
ſowing. That i925 arIponos, that exviors man (as he is there 
called ), envying to ſee Gods corne grow and flouriſh, to ſee the 
proſperity ofthe Church, and the flouriſhing of the Goſpel, he 
poyſons the ground with this pernicious 7 ietare. This he doth 
to croſle and hinder Gods work in his Church, Even as in the re» 
building of the Wals of Feruſalemhe made uſe of thoſe Samari- 
tans, (pretended friends, but reall adverſaries to the Jews), to 
hinder the work what they could, Zzr4a. 4.1. &c, Even fo in this 
time of an intended Reformation, he hath ſtirred up mary fuck 
Heretical ſpirits to render all endeavours that way ineffeRual, 
Even as God once fruſtrated that deſigne for the building of Ba- 
bel by dividing the languages of the builders; fo doth Saran now 
by a like practice, ſeek to hinder the building of 7ern/alem, the 
Church of God amongſt us, by dividing the Hearts and Torgaer, 
and Pens of men; that whilſt ſome ſpeak the language of Canaan, 
of heaven, holding forth the Orthodex truth of God, others who 
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Eng.New An 
not, 


pretend to be bai/ders too , ſhould ipeak che languige of Hel, 


holdiog forth pernicious Errours, Heretic] Blaſphemies. 
3+ Again, thus it cometh to-paſle through the remiſſereſſe 2nd 
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negligence of thoſe to whom the care of the Church is or ſhould 
have been committed, 7/b1i/ſt men ſlept (faith the Parable ) the 


Enemy [owed T ares among the wheat, Maith. 13.25. whilſt thoſe 
who are, or ſhould be, becruſted with the Church, either fa# 
aſleep, or are /aid aſleep, ſo as they do not at fo vigilantly 
and vigorouſly as they ought to do for the welfare and pre- 
{ervation thereof, ſuch Tares, ſuch evil} Inſtruments: creep in, 
A trurh lamentably experimented in this Nation at this day, 
Where, whillt the go/Zep reynes of Ecclefia3tical Government have 


__ been relaxed and ler looſe 3 and the Civil ſword otherways im» 


Reaſ, 4+ 


&pplic. 


ployed,io as Errors of an inferiour alloy have been connived ar, 
and de f.tto tolerated, men (as the nature of (in and errour is) 
growing worle and worſe through this Liberty,have at the length 
arrived at this deſperate height, to ſpeak Blaſphemies, write Blaſ» 
phemies, Print Blaſphemies, daring to poxr out their Vials upon 
the Sun,Caſt a dark toyle upon the cleareſt and moſt comfortable 
truths upon the whole Religion of God. 

Fourtbly, again, In men themſelves we ſhall ftinde ſomewhat 
which difpoſech chem unto this great evill Men do not ordina- 
rily.become Blaſphemers at the firſt. Nemo repente fit peſſimus; 
I hey chab to this height of wickednefle by certaine degrees and 


ſteps. Some of which we ſhall meet with in the former part of 


this verſe, whereof the text is part. Aer ſhall be lovers of their 
own ſelves, &c. | Mark how men come to be Blaſphemers. Firſt, 
they are Lowers of themſetues, iceking their own things, their 
own honour, credit, preferment;z making /e/f rhe end of all their 
actions, And ſecondly, they are (vera, accounting gaire tobe 
godlineſſe, And thirdly, they are vain-gl/orious, arrogating much 
unto them{clvs,bighly conceited of their own worth: And fourth- 
ly, they arc proud, /npercilzors, deſpilers of others, thinking mean. 
ly of others 1n compariſon of themſelves. And being iach , no 
wonder now they come to be Blaſphemeers. When Satan hath 


thus got them up to the rop of the Pinacle , now he caſts them- 


down; having got th: m co the topof the Ladder, now he turn- 


eth them off, pucting them upon ſuch deſperate wayes and courles- 


(unleſle mercie ep 1n to rheir wer deltruction,. 
Thus yuu ſee that it is fo, and whyit 1s o.. That which now 


' remaincs is the epplication.. Which 1 ſhall direct firſt Generally, 
then Specially, Generally to all Chriſtians :. Specially to Timo- 
thies, the Miniſters.or the Goipel.. I, For. 


= 


= 


= —__— © = COT y - 
% 


(19) 


1. For all Chriſtians, Zet wot them (in the firſt place) be offend- 
ed at ſuch times, ſuch Perſons, So eftended,as to like the Church 
of God, the Religion of Godevyer the worſe for that. A needfull 
Caveat ; this being a thing which men are very fubje&t to. It is 
not for nothing that our Saviour pronounceth a bleſſing upon 
them who ſhall not be offended at him. Bleſſed # he Whoſoever 
ſhall not be offended at me, Matth. 11.6. This he foreſaw the 
world would be ſubjef ro, to take offence at him, at his perſonal 
coxdition, the meanneſle of it, and the ſufferings attending it, 
H-rewith the Ds/cip/es themſelves were offended. So their Ma» 
ſter foretold it would be withthem, Ifarrh 26. 31. All ye ſhalt 
be offended becanſe of me this night] And accordingly it came ts 
paſle, When they ſaw him apprehended, carricd away, and uſed 
in that di{graceful' manner , they began ro entertaiae other 
thoughts oft him then before they had done ; and fayled in the 
duty and reſpe& which they ought unto him. And as at his per- 
{oynal condition, fo at the condition of his Church, This men are 
ſubje co be offended ar, as in regard of troxbles and perſecutions 
ariling from without, (of which our Saviour ſpeaketh in the Pa- 
rable, Matth. 13.21, whereby the ffony ground ſetting forth 
the 7 emporary Profeſſor, he giveth this character of him , that 
however at the firlt he heareth and receiveth the Word With joy, 
yet when tribulation and perſecution ariſeth, by and by he is offend- 
ed:) So alſo in regard of thoſe Peſts of Herericks and Blaſphemers 
which are bred in the womb, and nurſed upin the boſome of the 
Church. Theſe are in themſelves a greateye-fore, a great of- 
fence, But let them not be ſo to any of us Netther1s there any 
reaſon they ſhould be ſo. This is no. other then what the Spirzr 
of God hath forewarned ns that it ſhould be : And therefore 
forewarned us, that we ſhould nor be offended when we ſee it 
come to paſſe. Forthis end it was that our Saviour foretold his 
Diſciples what times ſhould follow after his departure from 
them; Theſe things have I ſpoken nnto you (faith he) that yee 
ſoonla nor be offended; Jobn 16, 1. And for the hike cavſe did the 
Apoſtle here advertiſe Timmhby of what manner of men the 
Church of God ſhould be peſtered 3nd infeſted within fucceed- 
ing times, that neither he nor others might be offended at that 
Apeſtatizing generation, 'lo as to lixethe voſpel ever the worle 
for their ſakes. | EY RO MN 
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And this uſe let ns make of this Premonition, There is ſprung 
ap in the boſome of this Church within theſe late yeers, ſuch a 
]eneration of Apoftates, Heretical Blaſphemers,ſuch,and ſo mary, 
as ſcarce any age(all things conſidered)ever bred Profe ſſorers tuwrn- 
ed Blaſpbemers. Thoſe who bad lyen in the Churches boſome ſuck. 
ing the ſincere milk of the word from her Breaſts, the Scr:ptures;. 
beld torth the profeſſion of Religion in an exemplary and more 
then ordinary way, yet they are fallen off; now ſpeaking evill, 
(1 cannot ſay of ihe things Which they knew not, (for then (asour 
Saviour ſaid of the per{ecuting Jewes to whom he had preach» 
ed, 7ohn 15.22.) they had not bad ſin,) their ſin had not been ſo 
great) but of the things which they have known and approved; 
ſpeaking evil of the Truths of God, which have been precious un- 
to them; ſpeaking evill of the wayes of God, wherein.they have 
conſcientiouſly walked ; it may be even jeating ar ſome of the 
moſt fundamentall doftrines and pratiiſes of Chriſtian Religion; 
{peaking evill of the Ordinances of God, which have been to them 
herctofore the avowed power of God to their ſalyation ; Now 
they look upon them as poor low diſpenſations, empty formalities, 


_——things which are beneath them, and no longer uſefull ro them, 


Uſe.. 2 


Never ſuch a ſcandal given,never ſo much. dirt caſt upon the face 
of Religion by any generation of men. in any place, in any age of 
the worid, ſince it wascalled (briſtian, Well, yet let not us be 
ofterided ar all this. It was a good reſolution in Petey, (had. he 
not taken. it up in his own ſtrength), Though all men ſpall be of- 
fended at thee (ipeaking to his Maſter):yet Will I never be offended; 
Matth, 26, 33. Every of us take up the Jike in the ſtrength of 
Divine grace aſſiſting ; Though many be, though all ſhould be 
offended at the Rel:gion of God, yet lo will not we be. Though 
never ſo many ſcandals be giver by others, yet they ſhall not be 
taken by us ; ſo taken, as that we ſhould in the leaſt-be diſtaſted. 
with the Wayes and Traths of God. As for Hereticks and: Blaſ- 
phemers, ſuch in all ages there have been, and ſuch there myſt; be. 
So ſaith Pax/ of the former, There muſt be Hereſies. (or Sefts,) 


I Cor, 11,18. And ſo may we fay of the latter. There muſt be. 


Blaſphemers amongſt us, God ſeeth it expedient to permit it, for 
thoic forementioned ends, and other ends known to himſelf, Let. 
not any ot us then be ſcandalized. by. it, offended at it. 


2, And as not offended atir, ſo not diſanimated, diſheartned by: 
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it. A thing which Chriſtians in this caſe are no- leſſe ſabje& to 
then the former. And indeed there may ſeeme to be a cauſe 
for it. To ſee ſuch a flood of waters caſt ont of the month of the 
red Dragon , who but may fear the carrying away the woman 
by ic? To ſee ſuch a deluge of Herefies and Blaſphemies caſt out 
of the mouth of Saran, who but may fear the drowning of the 
Church? the extinguiſhing of the light of the Goſpel amongſt 
us? But let not all this diſanimate, Itis one end wherefore Pal 
here giveth his Timothy warning of this deſperate generation. of 
men, that he might not be out of heart, diſcouraged by them, as 
if the Goſpels cauſe were deſperate; but rather to ſfteele hy [þ;- 
rit, and to make him ſo much the more couragious for God and 
his Truth, bearing up head againſt thoſe Errors of the-times (as 
I ſhall have occa(ton to ſhew you hereafter). And this uſe let us 
make of this advertiſement. Now that we ſee it come to paſſe 
according as the Apoſtle here foretold it, let us not be diſanima- 
ted by ir, The H=ſbandman when he goeth into his field in the 
ſpcing time, it may be there he eſpieth abundance of zeeds grow- 
ing up amongſt his corne, and io much the more by how much 
h- hath beſtowed the more co upon it by manuring itz: bue this 
doth not put him out of heart, He knowerh that they will all wi» 
ther before the harveſt, Upon the like conſideration let the Lords 
people, thoſe: which wiſh well unto his Religion, bear up their 
hearts and ſpirits in the midſt of theſe peri/ous and amazing times. 
In this ſpring time of deſired Reformation, there are abundance of 


evill weeds, Herefies and. B/sſphemies, that arc ſprung upin this. 


Church of God, threatning to cate out the good corne; and for 
the preſent they are not only an eye-ſore, an offence, but an aoy« 
ance, hindring not a little the growth and flouriſhing of it (T 
mean of the Chxrch and Goſpel ), But here is the comfort, before 
the Harveſt all thele (hall wither, and the good corne, the Truth 
of God, ſhall get the upper hand. Aſagna eſt wveritas, Great is 
the Truth of God, andit ſhall prevaile againſt all. the dreams and 
fancies of men, T beearth ſhall ſwallow up all theſe Waters. As- 
it was with the waters which drowned the world in the dayes of 
Noah ; when they had done the work for which they were fcnt, 
waſhed thar (intull generation from off the face of theearth, then 
thcy return again to that Abyſſe, that great deep from whence 
they came, Ger. 7.11, & 8, 3, And fo ſhall it be with this _ 
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of Hereſies and Blaſphemies whichis broke forth upon this Nati- 

on at this day ; when theſe have done 'the work for whith they 
are permitted and ſent, viz, made manifeſt thoſe which are 
approved, they ſhall return again to that Abyſſe, that great deep, 
that botromleſſe pit, the pit of Hell, from whence they came. 

And therefore for us, let us in the meantime with Noah and 
his family, keep cloſe within the Arke, within the Arke of the 
Church, waiting for the abating and drying up of theſe waters; 
not doubting but that God in his due time will finde an Ararat 
for his poor weather: beaten Churchto reſt upon. Thus be nor 
offended, be not diſcouraged by what is come to paſſe amongſt us, 

3. But yet (in the third place) do not over-/ook it, ſlight it, as 
not worth the taking notice of, So do they ſeem to do which 
cry up the preſent times for ſuch glorious times, ſuch happy and 
bleſſed times. Now {urely , if bleſſed Pax/ were alive in theſe 
times, he would nor think them fo. in his judgment fhch times as 
theſe,wherein Profeſſors tuyn Blaſphemers,they are xuest xaacmel, 
Diffcalt, Grievous, Perilom times, Evil! times. And I cannot but 
wonder how any one that hath the eye af a Chriſtian,ſhould look 
otherwiſe upon theſ{etimes. T he {piric of God in Scripture mea- 
ſurech the googneſſe and badneſſe of rimes by the binding and /00- 
fing'of Satan, In Revel.'20, v. 2; there we read of the binding 
of Satan for a thouſand yeers, that he ſhould not drceive the Na- 
tions, There is the proſperous ſtate and condition of the Church, 
A goa time, In the ſeventhverſe of that chapter we read of the 
{osſing of Satan, {| When the thouſand yeers ſhall be expired, Satan 
ſhall be loaſed out of his Priſon, and ſpall go ont to deceive the Na- 
riax3. | There ace {ad times for the Church, Ev:ll trmes. And fure- 
ly {nchare the times whereinto we are fallen, How 1s Satan let 
loolc amongſt us, even to the deceiving of the Elef, if it were 
poſſible > How many of thoſe who have had the name of Chriſt 
called uponthem, written upon their foreheads, (I, and we hope 
upontheir hearts roo! are deceived by the ſubrilty of Satan, and 
Carried away even to the higheſt of Evils, even unto BIla/phemy. 
Profeſſors turned Blaſphemers. Surely this is no other but an Evil 
time, a PerilowTtime, a Sadtime. So let ns look npon ir, 

And ſo looking upon it, ler us be accordingly afteted withirt, 
moarnimg for the evils in theſe times: Not ſo much for Penal 
evils, the outward Calamiries and }wdoments which ace amongit 

u*, 
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us, (which yet are to be laid to heart? as for the fu! eLbomi- | 
ations Which are to be found inthe midit of us, which are indeed. | 
the dreadfuleſt of Judgments. Mourn we forthele. Such, all 
ſuch, and only fuch they were, whom rhe eLrge/ had Commiſii- 
on to mark out for temporal ſalvation and deliverance, viz, ſuch 
as fighed andcryed for all the Abominations that were in the midſt 
of feruſalem, Ezek. 9, 4, For theſe fins the Land mourns at this: 
day ; and (unlefle God in mercy ſtepin) is like to mourn yet 
more then ever. For theſe let us mourn. 

And as for all the reſt of the abominations, ſo for this in-a {pe+ 
cial manner. The horrid and prodigious Blaſphemies- that are to- 
be found in the midſt of us. O let every ſoule that hearerh them,. 
or heareth of them be thus afteRed with them. Fo were the people 
of God amongſt the Jewes wont to be affeed with this ſinne. dy 
No f1n-went ſo near their hearts as this, this of BYla/phemy. $0 
much-they were wont to expreſſe by the rending of their garments 
at the hearing of the name of God blaſphemed. So did Heze- 
kial's Commiſſioners, Fl/iakim and the reſt z when they heard 
Rabſhakeb's Blaſphemies, they rent their cloaths, Iſa, 36, lt. And 
ſo did Hezekiab himſelf, when it was by them reported to him, 
he did:the like, chap. 37. verſe 1. The like did the Apoſtles, Pant 
and Barnabas, when they heard the Blaſphemy of the Lyſtrians, 
crying upthem for gods, They rent their cloaths, As 14.14. This 
did they to expreſle the rending of their hearts with grief and in- 
dignation at what they heard, or heard of. And whart cauſe have- 
we to do the like, who- hear of thoſe horrid Bla/phemes which: 
are ſo rife in this Nation at this day ? 

Eipecially when we confider from whom theſe Blaſphemies- 
come, from-what mouths they dreak forth. Not from lack, pro- 
fane, unhal lowed mynths, from which little other-language carr 
be expected ; buc fromthe mouths of thoſe who ſtile rhemſelves- 
Saints, fuch as ſay they are Jewes , pretending to an high-pro- 
tetlion, and extraordinary power of ptery. Now furely, this is no- 
{mall aggravation of their /, and ſo ſhould be of our: ſoxrow.- 
The J<wes hid a Canor (as Ain{Porth reports it out of their Xa- 
imonie ), that whoſacuer heard Blaſphemy of thename , whether he \in(worth ic, 
heard it himſelf, or heard. it from the month of another, he was Levii 24-11, 
Sound-torend his- cloaths: But he that beard it from the munth of 
a Heathen was not bound to rend his cloaths.. And Eliakim a” 

Shebna. 
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Shebna had not rent their cloaths (ſay they), but that Rabſha- 


heth was an Apoſtate from the faith, ] Surely no Blaſphemy to be 
ſo much laid to heart and lamented, as the Blaſphemy of Apoſta- 


tized Profeſſowrs. For this mourn we, and that in a threefold re- 


i. As it is a ſin:a heynous (in wherby the name of God is excee- 
dingly diſhonoured, The »ame of God | It ſhould be dear to every 
Chriſtian,even dearer then his-own life.So it was tooſes& Par, 
who rather deſired to have their names b/otred out of the book o 
life, and to be accnrſed from (briſt,cthen that his name ſhould ſuf- 
fer through the miſcarriage of his people, Exod. 32. 32. Rom.g, 3. 
And if ſo, how deeply ſhould this affect us, to hear the name of 
God thus diſhonoured, thus Blaſphemed as it is ? 

2, Asit isa Zudgment. Many judgments there are abroad a- 
mongſt us at this day which call for Hamiliation,(deſcerving ſome 
of them to be bewailed with tears of blood), but none like un- 
co this, Of all j2dgments none like /piricual judgments,judgments 
ſeazing upon the ſpirits of men. And ſuch is this, A /piritnal 
144gment,and that a dreadful one : that men profeſſing the name 
of Chriſt, and pretending to Religion ſhould be given up to ſuch 
a rs Sous, ſuch a Reprabate mind, a minde {> voide of judg- 
ment, Here is cauſe of deep lamentation. 

3. And thirdly, as it is a Prodromus a fore-runxer of Judgment. 
So that good Emperour F#ſtinian looked upon ir, who making 
this lin Capital, giveth this reaſon for it. Proptey talia delifta,efc. 
For ſins of this nature come Famznes, and Earthquakes,and Peſti- 
lences, And ſurely ſuch black clouds are full of water. Such hor- 
rid fins are full of divine wrath; threatning us in this Nation at 
this day, not only with temporal plagues, but with ſpiritaual judg- 
ments, even the removing of our ( andleFick, When ſo many 
Dorrs are {itriking at the /zght, who bur may fear the putting our: 
of the Candle? In this threefold reſpeRt mourn we for this evill 
as it iSa /in,aSIt isa jrdgment, as it is a fore-runner of judgment; 
that {0 the hrit may be pardoned, the ſecond removed, the third 
prevented. : 

And being thus afteted with it , now take we heed that we 
be not partakers init, I hisisthe counſei wiich Pax! giveth to his 
Epheſians, cap«5. ver. 7. Having made megtion of forme wrath» 
provoking (ins, and linners, as Fornicatonrs, unclean perſons, co- 


veroms, 
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vetows, &c, he ſubjoynes, Be not yee therefore partakers with 
them]. And the ſame counſel the woyce from heaven ſuggeſts to 
the people of God concerning Babylon, Rev. 18.4. (ome out of 
her my people, that yee be not partakers of her fins], And let the 
fame counſel be acceptable unto us. We hear of many wrath-pro- 
voking (ins which are abroad,this amongſt the reſt, of Blaſphemy. 
[ Men are Blaſphemer: ). Take we heed that we be not partakers 
with them, partakers in their ſin, and that whether as Principals 
or Acceſſories. 

1., As Principals, Leſt we alſo ſhould fall into the ſameevill, 
This uſe the Apoſtle Saint Perer maketh of the very like Pre- 
monition to that in the Text, 2 Per. 2. 17. Tee therefore beloved, 
ſeeing yee know theſe things before, (know that dangerous Sedu- 
cers (hall come, ſuch as other of the Apoſtles had given them 
warning of, and himſelf had foretold and deſcribed, cap. 2. ver.1, 
There ſhall be falſe teachers among yon, who privily ſhall bring in 
dammable Hereſies, denying the Lord that bought them}, Through 
whoſe means many ſhould be ſeduced, as it ; wo followeth,v. 2, 
Aany ſpall follow their perniciom Wayes, &c.) beware (ſaith he) 
leſt yee alſa being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own ſtedfaftneſſe. | And let thelike Caveatbe diretted to e- 
very of us; which is not ſo zeedleſſe as ſome happily. may imagio, 
Time was (and that nor long fince) when ſome of 'thoſe who are 
now deeply ingaged in the guilt of chis fin , would have thought 
themſelves as free from any danger of it as the beſt of us now 
can. Should one ſome few yeers ſince have come and told ſome 
of chem, that they ſhould do thus, and thus; that they ſhould rurn 
Blaſphemzers, that they (hould jeare at the Trinity, jeare at Scrip- 
tures, jeare at Ordinaxces,jeare at Miniſters, oppoſing the rrwuths 

and wayes of God, would they not have been ready toreply as 
Haz acl did to the Prophet, 2 King. 8. 13. What, Are we Dogs, 
that we ſhould ao ſuch things ? ' Nay, ſhould it have been told us 
concerning {ome of them, that we or they ſhould have done thus, 
would we nor (with the Apoſtles in the like caſe) have been rea- 
dy to ſuſpeR our ſelves as ſoone as them? yet are they thu; fal- 
len, O let theſe their falls make us jealous over our ſelves : 
knowing that we alſo are made of the ſame mould, and are dwor- 
ow42s, ' men ſubjett to the like paſſions, the like infirmities ; Such 
as, unleſlc the grace of God do ſupport, arc ſubjeR to becaried 
E 
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away as they have been, And therefore preſume not upon orr 
own ſtrength. (This it was that brought Perer to deny and ab- 


j#re his Maſter), but be\jealous over our ſelves. Taking the Apo- 


Rles advice, 1 Cor. 1.0. 12. Lethim that thinketh that he fanderh 
take heed leſt he fall]. Many ofthoſe who:are thus fatien, time 


was when theythoughtithey ood, and ſtood faſt, ſo as they 


ſhould not have been /o ſoone removed to another Goſpel (as 
Pa#l complains of ſome of his Galathians, 7al.1.6.) they hould 
not have been broughtto renounce and ſpeak evil of thoſe rrurbs, 
and ayes, and Ordinances, and Miniſters, which betore were ſo 
dear and precicus in theireyes,  -*, - 10'1h + { 

Queſt, But how ſhall we be preſerved and kept from this preat 
Evill> 
eLnſw, A uſcfull Queſtion. For your direQtion herein, take 
notice of ſome things co be avoydrd , ſome. things. ito. be pra® 
Hized. | 2d 

1. Some things beware of; viz, Such things as make way 'fo» 
thi ſmne. Such are thoſe four particulars which precede the word 
in the Text, Self love, Covetonſneſſe, Arrogancie, Pride , Exch & 
flep to this great ſin of Blaſpbemy. And therefore as we would 
be bn from this, take heed of them. 

x. Of Se/f-ove. Inordinate ſelf-love, of ſetting up our ſelves, 
making our {clves the end of all our ARtions. ' So the Philoſo- 


pher defines a Self.lover, © avrs irery ware mdr]or. One that 


doth what cver hedoth with an eye to himſelf, his own profir, 
honour, pleaſure, &c,,.One that ſeeketh his: own things, and not 
the things af another, (contrary whereunto the Apoſtle willeth 
Chriſtians co do, 1Cor.10,24 One that ſecketh his own things,and 
not the things which are Jeſws Ghriftc, ('as Paul complains of ma- 
ny (for lo the word [ A//] mult there be taken, @dv7ts pro air, 
Allfor many) in his time) Phil, 2, 21: Now beware of this, of thus 
ſetting up our ſelves, of being thus inamoured with our ſelves, 
doating upon our ſelves, Narciſſus like,to be inamoured with onr 
own facts, our own fancies,our own opinions, ſo as to ſet up our 
ſelves above God and his Ford. Which if we ſhall do,no won- 
derifinthe end we come to be metamorphoſed, and make bold 

with whart everis his, and fo come to blaſpheme him, 
2. Beware of Coverow/neſſe ;. which as it is the root of at evill, 


fo ſomecimes of this, Thijs it was that made Dems forſake go 
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and bis way, turn his back upon both', even his 5mbraving this 
preſent world, 2 Tim. 4.10. Thisit was that madetbat rich yorwy: 
»1an turn-his' back upon'Chriſt; Matrh. 19, 22: He had great poſſeſ» 
fions, and they bad him,poſſeſſinghisheart, This it was'that made 
the Phariſees to jeare at the Do&rine of Chriſt, to deride' him, 
Luke 16.14. They heard all theſe thmgs, but they derided him, 
For they Were covetoms. And this it was' that made Judas to be- 
tray his Maſter,even his covering thoſe wages of wnrighteouſneſſes 
Andi'rhis, if it take poſſeſſion of the heart and hold it, it will 
make thee, if need'be, to #/a/pheme him. <1 

3. Take heed of eHrrogancie. Of arrogatingtoo muctytorour 
ſelves (as the word there: properly' ſignifert}), OF 5ouſting' of 
things without onr line, our meaſure, (which thing the Apoſtle diſ- 
claimeth, 2 Cor, 10, 13,,) Take heed of being puffed up with an 
high over-weening opiniorof our own graces, gifts ,' parts, Whe- 
ther reall or imaginary, tis So/omons coutel,and iris very pro- 
per in-this caſe, Prov. 3. 7. Be not wiſe in thint own eyes ]. 

- 4s - T ake heed of that-which is near akin ro this, 'Pride, voeen- 
pevie: Sapercilionſnes;otbeing ſo highly conceited of our ſelves, 
our own worth, our own-abilities, as to JooK overly upon others, 
deſpiſing and'contemning them,as Goku ſometime'did Davidzand.: 
as men upen'a high Towerlook down upon them which are be- 
low. Of all theſe beware.” - TED 


\Jurely ſome one or other of theſe it is that hath been the bane » 


of molt. of theſe miſcrable ApoFares, ſeducing Teachers,who are 
now turned' Blaſpbemers. Obſerve them, and weſhall find'them- 
to have been men deeply in-love with'them(tIves, their own opt- 
nions, in love with their own credit and reputation, men that 
would be /omze-bvdyin the world ; Self-ſeeking men in ſome kind 
or other, Irmay be they have beer in love with mozey, for which 
they have'parted with ruth; Being men of -low or deſperate for- 
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tune; they have not cared'by what ladder they climbed to prefer-- 


ment... However, this we{hall generally finde amongſt rhem;that 
they have been *AazZoe, vnipiower, Arrogant, Proud; Vain:lo» 
rious, Supercilious ;; men highly conceited of themſelves, thinking 
meanly- of. others, ſpecially ſuch as were not in their own way. 
And by this means ic is that” they: have now 'climbed' up to the 
higheſt Raffe of the'Devils ladder, even: become Blaſphemers. 
Phat we'may never ſplit upon the famerock, take ticed of ſtear- 

E'2 ing 


(3) 
ing the ſame courſe. Take heed of Self-love, take heed of Cove- 
z0uſneſſe, take heed of Arrogancie,take heed of Swupercilioufneſe, 
To theſe 1 might adde many more. I ſhall only hint unto you 
two or three,which are very proper to the preſent times, and pre- 
ſent caſe, 
5. Take heed of renouncing Church-communion. This Direfion 
I ſhall hold forth with all reſpeRive tendernefle to thoſe upon 
whom it may ſeem to intrench ; yet ſo as the truth of God may 
not be concealed or diſſemþled. Take hecd of for/aking Commu 
__ ion with the true Churches of Chriſt, m his publike Ordinances. 
This Saint 7«de points at as an inlet unto this tin, 7#de verſe 19. 
Having minded thoſe to whom he writeth of what the Apoſtles 
had foretold, how that in the laſt times there ſhould be mockery, 
(ſuch as Pau/bere calleth Bluſphemers),he preſently addeth, T heſe 
be they who ſeparate themſelves | AawodouCorns tavris, makers- of 
Sefts ( as the Geneva renders it), or Separatiſts, men dividing and 
ſeparating themſelves from-the true Churches of Chriſt, renoun- 
cing their Communion, forſaking their Aſſemblies (as the Author 
to the Hebrews deſcribeth the like Apoſtates, Heb, 10. 25. ) and 
ſo (it may be) caſting off the publike Ordinances, Such (faith St. 
7ude) are the Mockers, the Blaſphemers of the laſt times. And is 
it not ſoamongſt us atthis. day > Who, cr what are the Blaſphe=- 
mers of the times ? Are they not for the molt part, ſuch as ſepa- 
rate themſelves? Grofſe and rigid Separatiſts, and Settaries ? Mi- 
ſake it not. Ido not {ay that. a// thoſe who have thus ſeparated 
themſelves, are ſuch ; (No, God hath yet kept many of them, 
and my prayer ſhall be yet, he may keep them from this ſo great 
an evill); But thoſe who are ſuch, are they not for the moſt part 
of that number 2? ſuch as have ſeparated themſelves, and that tn a 
rigid and bitter Way (for of ſuch [ now ſpeak); renouncing Com- 
munion with the true Churches of Chriſt, crying them down for 
AntichriStian Church's, falſe Charches, no Churches. , Let it be fe- 
riouſly and impartially obſerved, and I ſuppoſe this will be foune 
to be the ordinary doore at which this deſperate Evill hath entred, 
and broke in upon the Church of God in this Nation. And I dare 
not forbear iq give you notice of ir. , that upon this ground you 
may ſo much the rather beware of it, | 
| 6, Take heed of uſurping upon publike offices and. adiminiitrati- 
ons inthe Chierch. Being private perſons take heed how you take 
noon 
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pp on you the office of publike teaching, not being called, not be- 


ing ſent; how youuſurp upon the Miniſterial funftion, You 
know the ſtory of King V=z4ah, 2 Chron, 26.16.19. How that 
being (as the Text ſaith) frong, avd his heart lifted up,nort conten» 
ted with his kingly dignity, he wou'd be ulurping upon the Prieſts 
office ; thereupon he adyanceth into the Temple, the Holy place, 
where it was not Jawful for any but the Prieſt to enter ; and.there 
he attempts to offer 7zcenſe, which ir was not lawfull for any bur 
the Pric{t to do, But what was the iflue > Why, preſently the 
Leproſie roſe up in hu forehead from beſide the pay mama The 
very aſhes of the Altar (as ſome conceive of it ) flew in his face; 
and turned to a Leproſie. And hath not the like hapned co many 
amongſt us, who have been guilty of the like uſurpation ? They 
being ſtrong in their own conceits, and their hearts being lifred: 
up in the apprehenſion of their own gifts and abilities, and envy- 
ing to the Miniſters of God the appropriation of their Miniſteri- 
all funRions, they have taken upon them the office of pxb/ike 
teaching, without any miſſion, or Commiſſion from God or man, 
ſcorning to enter at Chriſts doore, by the way of the Churches or» 
derly Ordination. But what hath been the iſſue > Why, God hath 
met with chem in the ike manner ; The aſhes of the Altar have 
flown in their faces,the Leproſie of Blaſphemy hath riſen up-in their 
forcheads, ſo as they have become of Orthodox Profeſſors, Here- 
ticall Seducers, indangering all that came within the breath of 
them with the contagion of their Doltrine. Of this kinde were 
thoſe Blaſphemers which our Apoſtle here ſpeaketh of, Such as 
took upon them to be Teachers of others, and for that purpoſe 
went about from place to place (as ſome and too many circum- 
foraneors teachers, (like Sai np ar Plaxets, wandring tars, Jude 
x9.) do in all places at this day), creeping into howſes, and by» 
corners, to vent their Hererical and Blaſphemous doftrines, Thar 
you. may be kept from the like evils, take heed of the like unwar- 
rantable preſumption, 

Miſtake it n5e- It is farre from my thoughts to dilcourage a- 
ny in doing their duty;Parents in inſtrufting their children, Mas 
ſters their families ,orChritians in edifying one another in their holy: 
faith 1n a private way, whether it be by praying together, con- 
ferring together, or in helping one another in calling ro minde 
what they ncard in publike; for all which they have the Apoſtles: 

Warrant 


Diodari ad loe: 
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warrant to bear them out, 1 Theſ.5, 11. But for private perſon! 
to take nponthem to teach-in a: pablike and ordinary way with- 
out any miſfion from the Charch , this is the preſumption which 
here I taxe, and look upon as rendring men ſo obnoxious unto 
this ſpiritual jadgment. 

7. To theſe I ſhall adde but one more; would you be kept 
from this fin'? cake herd of cxrioſity, and inordinate affetion of no- 
welties in matters of Religion, You know how fatall it proved to 
thoſe, men:of Berhſhemeſh,, who dared to look into the Arke of 
God ; In feeing that, they ſaw-their laſt, 1 Sam. 6, 19. Of ſuch 
dangerous .conſequenceis it when men will be prying intoGods 
ſecrets; will not be contented with what the' Apoſtle confines 
Chriſtians to,Rows.I 2.3, geoveſy fs ro owpemrito be wiſe(or under- 
ſtand )-»xto_ ſobriety (as thoſe words are moſt properly rendred), 
but chey:will be unlocking of Gods cloſer, picking of his Cabiner. 
Being ſurfeted with o/d-and'wholſome Truths, they long for No- 
wvelties;; like thoſe eAthenians, AQs 17. 191: who were very defi- 
rous.to.hear Pax/doArine; meerly for the newneſle of ir. | May 
we know what thu new-dottrine 14 whereof thou ſpeakeſt'?' ] Being 
glutred wich p/zin and oper truths, they hunt altogether: after w- 
revealed myſteries ; not fearing to plunge themſelves over head 
and earsn thofe depths where the Elephant may {mwim,nay where 
never any yet could finde a\dottome. -If fach adventnrous ſpirits 
be drowned.in a /ea of Errors, what wonder > Plinie the younger 
was [wallowediup of his Yeſnv#4, thar ſmoaking burning: gulfe, 
whilſt he dared to approach roo nigh ro finde our the cauſe of that 
Eruption, Nothing more dangerous then an overcurious diſqui- 
ſition and enquiry into the depths and hidden myſteries of God, 
Herein he ſpake rightly who ſaid of himſelf, aller ignorare fine 


_ Crimine, quam ſcire cum dilcrimine. 1 had rather be ignorant o 


What [ am not bound to know, then to hazard my ſelf in ſeeking to 
know it. It had been well for Eve if ſhe had never taſted of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evill.Some there have been who have: 
dangerouſly miſcarried by afteing'too ambitiouſty to be of Na- 
tures privy counſel. Prying.too farre into. thoſe: abdita nature 
majeſtatis; lecking to finde out the ſecrer of nature, they have 
loſt rhemſelves. But more by-prying into divine ſecrets ; overs 
curiouſly-enquizing into- thole ever to- be adored myſteries.con- 
cerning the Tranity of Perſons in the wnity-of the Godhead,the man- 
ner 
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ner of Chriſts Incarnavion, 8c, not ſuffering their faith to goa 
ſtep farther'then carnal reſo could condnRand carry ir. Here 
hath/becn the rife of 4r99;nia» errours, Sorinimm Blaſphemies, and 

the Blaſphemics of many other keneticalſpirits at this day, That 

you maybe preſerved from the Hke miſcarriage, take that other 
branch of the Apoſtles caveat in that place forenamed, Rom.12:3. 

un Nerpooyreiy wap & Jt} gear. Dont preſume to wnder ft and. a- 
bove that which is meet for you to underFFand, Non ſupra icriptum, CE 
Not above that whie} 4s written, 1 Coyr.4,'6, Content your elves 
with revealed truths. | 4 

\-And amongſt them, ſpend yonr zeale upon thoſe which are 

moſt neceſſary, moſt »/ef1, All truths are not of the ſame aloye, 

or of the ſame weight. Some more precious, more ponderous then, 
others. Reſerve your zcale for thoſe which are of chiefeſt con- 
cernment , fundamentall truths, As for Problematicall truths, 
Controverſal and Queſtionable points, which art'agitated and 
diſculfed amongſt men learned and pious, and zrenot of, nor 
near the foundation, be not over eager about them , in oppoſing 
and cenſuring thoſe which are otherwiſe minded then your lelves. 
And as for Merapbyſicat ſpecubations, Platonical [Heaes,and other 
like aiery, empty notions, leave them as whetſtohes to ſhatpen 
young wits withall. Sach ſores are no bread for Chriftians, af- 
fording no ſolid ſoul-nouriſhment, and therefore not tobe fed 
upon, but declined. So Pax! preſeribeth it by way of advice un- 
to Timothy, 1 Tim, 6.20. where'giving him a charge to keep that 
facred depoſitum, the doRrine of the Goſpel which was commit- 
red to his cruſt as an Evangelsſ# , a miniſter of it, to keep it him» 
ſelf, to-tranſmitir to poſterity as he'had received it, pure and un- 
corrupted ; in the next words he direts him how he might the 
better doit, ['eAvoyd (faith he) prophane and vaine bablings,and 
oppoſitions of ſerence falſly ſo called ].: Prophane and vaine bablings, 
BeBiaes xevopwricy, Vaine Conteſts and diſputes about things which 
are not revealed, or are not worth the time which is laviſhed out 
upon chem, not tending to ſpiritual edification : ſuch as thoſe fa- 
bles and endleſſe Genealogies, which the ſame Apoltle ſpeaketh of 
chap. r. verſe 4. of the ſame Epiſtle , which miniſter queſtions r4- 
ther then edifying :'Such profane and vaine bablings here he wil- 
keth him ro avoid. ith oppoſitions of ſcience falfly ſo called _| 


*Arnvoees Thy 4Fwdor ue yrootas; Such oppoſitions and diſpures 
as 
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as are-made againſt ſound doAtrine by the adverſaries of the 


erxuth, who pretend to a greater meaſure of knowledge then 0- 
thersz (as thoſe forenamed Gnofticks did , whom the ancient 


| Vide Gratium Greek fathers conceive the Apoſtle there to point out as it were 
ad Loc, 


by name). Such vaive and fruitleſſe conteſts with proud adver- 
faries Par! willeth Timothy there to avoid.-In the next words 
ſhewing him the danger of the contrary ; which ſome (ſaith he) 
profeſſing, have erred from the faith]. Here isthe danger of be- 
ing addicted to ſuch curious, vaine and fruitleſle ſpeculations, and 
ſuch endleſſe diſputes. Hereby ſome have been , others may be 
brought to deſert the truth of God which formerly they have 
profeſſed ; upon this ground rake weheed of this affeQation, 
And among other things (to mind you of that allo by the way) 


beware of holding up eArguments againſt the truth, by oppoſing 
| Reaſon, or humane. Authority, or pretended Revelation'againſt Scris 


Þture (as the manner of ſome is). This alſo will come within the 
compaſle of theie profane and vaine bablings, of which this Apo- 
file rels us, 2 Tim.2.16. That they increaſe unto more ungodlines |, 
-Such Errors astheſe'do not ſtay where they begin, but they breed 
Error upon. Error,'proceeding from leſſer to greater, till at. the 
tcngth they arrive even at Blaſphemy, But I tinde my Meditati- 


* Ons runving out. beyond the limits I intended them, when I took 


this Text in hand, To contract my ſelf, as much as I may: 

Yoa ſee now what things are to be raken heed of, that you may 
be'preſerved from this dreadfull evill, My next:'work is to ſhow 
you what is tobe-done, Here I ſhall not multiply direRions, Take 
ſome which I conceive to be moſt proper. 

I, In the firſt place, Labor for a diſtinit, ſound, well grounded 
knowleage im the principles of Chriſtian Religion. For the moſt 
part Blaſphemy is the fruit of /gnorance. Theſe men (ſaith Saint 

Jae, lpeaking of Blaſphemers, who ſpeakevill of Dignities ) they 
ſpeak evill of things which they know 7. 1006 v.10, And truly, {0 
do Blaſphemers tor the moſt part,they ſpeak evill of things which 


they kuow not. $o did Pax! before his converſion, he was a 
Blaſphemez, igeaking evill of ( briſt and his Religion, but he did 
it ]gnorant/y. Certainly,did men know God and his Religion,they 
would not dare to open their mouths againſt them Had they 
k:own, they would never have crmcified the Lord of Glory, ( ſaith 
Paul, \pcaking of the Princes, the Rulers of the earth), 1 Cor.2.8, 


And 
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And ſo may we ſay of many Blaſphemeys'; did they but know 
Godand his 7zath, they would not Cracifie them , peirce them 
thorough as they do. Labour for a iwel-grounded knowledge of 
God and his Truth, 

| 2, Receive the lowveof the truth, For the want of this ic is that 
Ged giveth men up to ſtrong deluſions that they ſhould beleeve les, 
falſe doQtrines, Hereſtes and Blaſphemous opinions, [becauſe they 
receive not the love of the Trath, 2 Thel, 2.11. ] They receive the 
truth into their Heads, in a ſpeculative way, lo as to be mlightned 
by it, but not into their Hears, in an affefive way , to be Warmed 
by it. Let not us content our ſelves with the former of theſe. 
Thoſe Revolters whom the Author ito the Hebrews ſpeaks of, 
were ſuch as were once j»/;ghtned, Heb. 6. 4. fuch as had rece;ved 
the knowledge of the truth, cap.10-v, 26, It 15 no newes for i//x- 
minated Doftonrs, learned men to turne Apoſtates, Hereticks.La- 
bour we to finde heat as well as /;ght ; that with the knowledge 
of the truth, we may bave a /ove of the Truth. This Lowe will be 
ſtrong as death (Cant 8. 6.) nothing ſhall conquer ir. 

3- Inthe third place, knowing and loving the Truth, 7/4atk in 
:t : This is the commendation which Saint- Foh# giveth of the 
children of that Ele Lady, foh, 2.9.4, They walked in the truth. 
This is the true Chriſtians commendation , 'not that he k»owerh 
the Truth, or ra/keth of it, but that he walkethin it ; ackyowledg- 
ing th truth, the Dottrine which i according to Godlineſſe (as our 
Apoſtle deſcribeth the doctrine of the Goſpel, 1 Tim. 6, 3. Tit, 
I, 1.) and that by reducing it toprattice, which is the trueſt ac- 
knowledgment; leading a lite befitting the profeſſion of the 
truth, in all uprightnefle and fincerity, Thus kzowing God, ler #6 
glorifie him'as God, by walking before him'in 7-#th;not daring to 
do any thing againſt the Truth. Fe can ds nothing againſt the 
T1#th, but for the Trath, (ſaith the Apoſtle) 2 (or. 13. 8. Being 
thus (incere with God, walking in the Truth , we ſhall through 
his grace be kept from this great tranſgreſſion. 

4. Bur (1n the fourth place), walk, hunzbly, This is one of the 
things which the Lord requireth from his people, that they walk 
hambly With their Go1, Mic. 6. 8, O that every of us could but 
take out this leffon ! Surely the want of this it is that hath proved 
ſo baneful ro many of our 'now (educing and ſeduced brethren. 
They ſeemed to walk wich God ; I, but TDA did not walk my 
uy 
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bly with him. Their ſouls were /ifted vp within them, lifted upin 
the appreheoſ10n of their own graces, gifts, parts, 8c. 'And ther- 
fore 1s it that God hath thus left thenvinto the hands of this his 
meſſenger Satan, thus to be buffeted by his Blaſphemous tentations. 
Let their fall be a Caveat to us, Take we heed leſt our hearts be 
exalted,through the abundance of what ever ſpiritual priviledges 
we are made partakers of. Theſtory tels us of King Hezekiah, 
when the Babylonian Ambaſſadours came to congratulate his. re- 
covery from that dangerous hicknefle, 1/a. 39. he in a vain-glo- 
rious humour ſhewed thema!l his treaſures , that ſo the fame of 
his wealth and' magnificence might be-carried abroad to forraine 
Princes.But what was the iſfue? This vaimglory proved fatal to his 
Kingdome, betraying all thoſe creaſures into the hands of thoſe 
Babylonians. Thus'dealeth God ſometimes by his people, when. 
they will be proud of their ſpirirzzal treaſures, making oſtentati- 
on of their gifts and graces, God leaveththem into the hands of 
Satan to be made a prey of by him, and for a time to be taken, 
and carried captive by hims at his will, (as our Apoltle ſpeaketh of 
ſome Apoſtates, 2: Tims. 2. 2,26,) And therefore ſee that we 
walk humbly with God, thinking meanly of our ſelves , prefer- 
ring others before our felves. 

To theſe obyious directions I might adde many more, St. Jude 
furniſheth me with chree or fonr very proper in this caſe. You 
{hall inde them lying together in two verſes in his Epiſtle. Ha- 
ving in the 17. and 18. verſes minded thoſe to whom he writes 
of what our Apoſtle here warneth 7imothy, [| But beloved, re- 
member ye-the words which were ſpoken before by the Apoſtles of 
our Lord Jeſus (hriſt, haw that they told you there ſhould be mock: 
ers inthe laft times |, Profeſſors ſome of them ſhould turn Blaſ. 
phemers, ſpeaking evill of, and mocking at the Truths and wayes 
of God, which formerly themſelves had profeſſed and walkedin: 
In the 20, & 21.ver, he ſubzoyns and layeth down ſome diretons 
whereby Gods faithful people might be preſerved from: the like 
evill, | But ye beloved, build your ſelves on your miſt holy faith, 
&c. In which two verſes we may take notice of a fourfold dire- 
Aion, each uſcful co our preſent purpole.. 

1. Build up. your (cbves on your moſt holy: faith]. Faith , the 
Dotrine of Faith (for of that the Apoſtle 'thereſpeaketh.) is the 
foundation on-which. Chriſtians are laid and built... - Tee are bile: 
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#pon the foundation of the ApoFtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chief corner tone, ({aith Paxlto his Epheſians) Eph. 
2. 20. that is, upon the Dofrine of the Goppe/, the Docrine of 
Faithand Holiweſſe contained in their writings, Now being laid 
upon this foundarion,built upon this fairh,they are as /1vinp ſtones 
to build up themſelves upon this faith. Not ſeeking for any other 
foundation, (other foundation can no man lay (ſaith the Apoltle) 
then that which # laid,1 Cor. 3.11.) not queſtioning the truth and 
ſoundneſle of this Goſpel foundation, they are with confidence 
and reſolution to build upon ity and to baild »p themſelves on it, 
endeavouring to advance themſelves in their ſpiritual eſtate up- 
on this foundation. And this do you ( Brethren) who would be 
preſerved from the Apoſtacie of the times. That foundation 
which you have been built upon, that D o&rine of Faith and Ho- 
lineſſe which bath been preached unto you, and received by you, 
this 1s the foundation of the Prophets and Anoſt les, and other foun- 
dation cat no man lay , then what hath been laid amongſt you ; 
If any ſhall pretend todo it, though it were an Ange/ from Hea- 
ven, Pauls Anatbema will light upon him, Gal. 1.5, And there- 
fore build you your ſelves on this foundation , with confidence 


and full aflucance build upon this doarine, / as the infallible truth —— 


of God; adventuring your alvation, laying the weight of yout 
ſouls upon it. As the ſtones of the building lay all their weight 
upon the foundation, firmly aud immovably reſting upon it : $0 
do yourelt upon that DoQrine which you have learned . Not cal- 
ling.in queſtion any of the P+zncjples of your Religion , any of 


the fundamental cruths of the Goſpel. This Scepriciſme, queſti-_ 


oning Principles of Chriſtianity, ſpecially if they ſhall bearraign- 
ed at the bar of humane Reaſon , it maketh way for Apoſtacie, 
and inthe end (as experience hath madeirt good upon ſome; for 
Atheiſme. And therefore in this ſenle Lay We not again the 
foundation of repentance from dead Works and of faith toWards God, 
of the Dotrine of 'Baptiſmes, andef laying on of band's, and of the 
Reſurrettion of the dead, and Eternall Judgment, (as the Apoltle 
dehorts) Heb, 6,1, 2. This do ſome at this day, who call all rheſe 
and ali other fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion' into queſtion, 
Let not us dare todo it. Bur, /eaving the principles of the DoFrine 
of (hriſt ; {leaving them as we found them, immovable and un- 


ſhaken, taking the Principles of onr Religion for indubitable and 
F. 2 Us 
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unqueſtionable truths.) /er us go on to perfettion in knowledge and 
pratti/e ; ſo buiding up our ſelves on ths our moſt holy faith, go» 


1ng on forwards from faith to faith , from one degree of faich 


'and holinefle to another, Not looking back, (as Lots wife did, for 
which ſhe is made exemplary to all Apoſtates, being turned into 
2 pillar of ſalt to ſeaſon and preſerve others), but go on untill we 
come to the Monnt of God, untill we come to ſee what we have 
beleeved, and ſhall receive the ead of our Hope, the ſalvation of 
our ſouls, 

2. Theſecond direction followes, [ Praying inthe Holy Ghoſt] 
Thisis one of the pieces of the Chriſtian Panoplie, of that com- 
pleat ſpirituzl Armour which the Apoſtle willeth the Chriſtian 
ſouldier to take up and make uſe of, Epheſ. 6.18. Praying always 
with all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpiru |. Thais piece of Ar- 
mour Pax himſelf made uſe of againit thole buffetings of Satay, 


ſuppoſed to be B/aſphenons temptations); he berook himſelf ro 


his prayers ; For thi thing I beſonght the Lord thrice, 2 Cor. 12,8, 
4, e, frequently, and importunately. And the like uſe make we 
of it at this day. This is a time wherein Satars fiery darts fly a- 
broad, never thicker, never more dangerouſly, Let us therefore 
all of us betake our (elves to our prayers, Praying imithe Holy 
Ghoft, (olliciting the throne of. grace with frequent importu- 
nity, that God himſelf would ſtand by us, and deliver us from ec- 
very evill work, Thus being jealous of our ſelves and our owne 
weakeneſle, fly we under the ſhadow of the wing&of a divine pro» 
tetion; dayly begging it from God that he would deliver us 
from the ſnare of the fowler, and from this noyſome peſtilence; So 
as though a thouſand ſhould fall at our fide , and ten thouſand at 
our right hand, yet it may not come nigh 4 ; but that through his 
grace we may be kept from falling, and be preſented blameleſſe be- 
fore the preſence of his glory , which Saint Fade aſſureth the be- 


| leevers of histime, that God was able todo for them. 7ade 24. 


3. Keep your ſelves in the love of God]. A direction which 


Maybe takenand underſtood three wayes, and cach uſeful to onr 


preſent purpoſe, 
I. Keep your ſelves in the love of God, viz. Gods love to you. 


| Being in grace and favour with God, and having ſome comfor- 


table apprefenſions thereof , take heed of doing ought: that 
ould cauſe God to turne his face trom you, to withdraw the 


light 
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light of his countenance , the ſenſe and feeling of his: love and: 
favour from you, or cauſe himto frowne upon you. This will. e- 
very preſumpruous ſin, every in againſt light and conſcience, do. 
Every ſuch a (in will be like a dark cloud coming betwixt the Sun: 
and the earth, intercepting the light of 'Gods countehance. So- 
did Davias (in, P/at-51, Whereupon, he begs a reſtoring of the 
joy of hi ſalvation. O therefore, being in the love of God, keep: 
your ſelves in it, Be afraid to oftend him, left he ſhould hide his: 
face from you, and ſo ſuffer you to wander in the dark, and.ſo to. 
Rumble and fall; | 

2. Keep yourſelves in the love of God, viz. your love to God, 
Finding your hearts once clofing with God , and a cleaving to- 
him, now perſevere inthat love; labouring to finde your hearts 
more and more inamoured with him, more enlarged towards 
him. This love of God and of Jeſus Chriſt will preſerve the ſoul 
from making defeRtion from him and his truth, This it was which 
cauſed Pawl to keep faith and a good conſcience , fo as he could do- 
nothing againſt the truth; che love of Chrift conſtrained him, 2 Cor, 
$« T4. | 

- 3. Keep your ſelves in the love of God, viz. i» a fraternal love, 
loveto the Brethren, which may be called the love of God, in as 
much, Firſt, as it is commanded by him; and Secondly, wrought by 
him, (in both which reſpe&t he is called the God of love, 2 Gor, 
T3. 11.) and Thirdly, it is for his ſake. In this love of God keep 
your ſelves, not ſuffering your heartsto be divided, alienated 
from, much leſle ſet againit thoſe who are members of the ſame. 
body. This oppoſition , or alienation will increaſeunto more.un- 
g0dlinefle, Keep your ſelves thereforein the love of God, 

4. The fourth and laſt dire&ion is yet behinde Looking for 
the mercie of our Lord feſus Chrift unto eternall life], A uſetull 
direRion. ſpecially in difficult and dangerous times, whereinChri- 
ſtians are in danger of being compelled to blaſpheme, to renounce, 
and abjure the truths of God, which they hane profefſed,through: 
the rigour of cruel and mercilefſe perſecutors who have got pow- 
er into their hands : which was the caſe Cas I ſhowed you ) of 
ſome of thoſe Primitive Chriſt;ans which perſecuting Paulhad to 
deale with, 4&s 26.11, Now in ſuch times, wherein men can ex- 
pe no wwercy, (nor yet juſtice) nothing but extremity of rigour 
from men, now look for the mercy of the Lord Feſus Chriſt : m=_y 

taking 
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taking notice of" the patidce and ronſtancie'of his Saints in main- 
taining his tfuth, will not be wantingto them in a gracious remu- 
nefration, Behold 1 come quickly, ard my reward u with me ({ainh 
chat 41925, chat faichful arid erue witnefle, the Lord Jeſus) Rev. 
22.11, Chriſtere long will comezand when he comerh;he will not 
comeempty-handed, He will glve' tv every man atcording to his 
works (a9 it there followerth), And therefore (as the verſe fore- 
«0ing hath it), Let him that is righteous be righteans ſtill, and he 
that 3s holy let him be holy il ], Have we owned God and his 
ecuths, and appeared for them by profeſſion and pratice ? Do 
we {oftill, Sodoing, what everwe meet with from men , we 
hall beſure of the »ercy of onr Lord Feſws Chritt. 

And thus have I (with what breviry I could) preſented unto 
you {ome uſeful diref;0n;, which may be as preſervatives unto: 
you apain{i the poyſor of thoſe Heretical Blaſphemies of ' ſeducing 
Teachers atid Apoſtatized profeſſours, which are ſo rife in this 
Church at this day, whereby you may (through the mercy of 
God)be kepr from the infeRion of them, from partaking inthem 
as Principals, 

+ Bur thisis not enough. 7ake heed (in the ſecond place) /ef# 
you partake harvin as «Acceſſories, Here is the ſecond part of this 
Admonitien, which I beſeech you give care unto , as that which 
in ſome branch of it will concertie every of you. This is Par; 
Caveat to Timothy, 1 Tim. 5.22, Be nvt partaker of other mens 
fon; Keep thy ſelfe pure ], Pure, not only from being a Principal 
if thera; but alſo an Acceſſory to them, {of which latter the Ap9- 
{tle rhere propertly ſpeaks, as I ſhall ſhew you anon', And let the 
fame counſt1 be as acceptable to all of usas it is in it ſelf ſea. 
ſonable and needful.Take we heed of pattaking in this great and. 
dreadful evil of Heyetical Blaſphemizs, not only as Principals in 
ir, but as Acceſſoriry ro it, Which med may be manly wayes. Give 
me leave ro inſtance infome of the moſt obvious,thar you raking 

notice of chem,may the better decline them, IT 
1. By comtteMancing of thems, This I take from Saint Johy in 
his ſecond Epiſtle, ver. 10, 11, If there rome any among yon, ant 
byms wbt this Dottrine, receive him not into your honſe, nether bid 
hity God ſpeed ; For he that biddeth himGod Speed, vs partaker of 
bis evil ee4} ]Þ. A paſſage which ſpeaketh home ro the point in 
hand:Reflect upon it again. If there come any nnto you and bring not 
6914 
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this Dorine], that is, bring a contrary doQrine, contrary tothe 
doAtine of which he ſpeaketh inthe verſe foregoing , the De- 
Arine of Chriſt, [receive him not into your beak lodge bim not, 
entertain him not : | weither bid himGod ſpeeg |. (hew him no 
countenance, give him no encouragement : [” for he that bidderb 
bim God #heed,us partake of hu evill deeds ],,maketh himſclf accefe 
ſory to his ſin by this collateral conſent. and allowance,by ſeeming 
to approve of what he ought to reprove. . ':- + - , j1 

2, If by countenancing, much more by ;wpowring fuch manner 
of perſons. This I take up from the Apoſtle writing to 7 imothy 
1m the place forenamed, 1 Tim. 5.22, where be giveth him this: 
Caveat, Lay hands ſnddenly on no may, VIZ. 11 Ordination (lv it is 
moſt commonly, and moſt properly expounded). Herein: Pau!” 
willeth Timothy to be adviſed, ſo as not to have any hand in in» 
ſtalling any into any Eccleſiaſtical funttion, who were not appro- 
vable both for Dottrine and {ife. Adding this for a Reaſon; Ner 
ther be partaker of other mens ſins ]. Timothy by ordaifung , 1m» 
powring of anHeretical falſe teacher,giving him an advantage to 
ſpread his. falſe doArine with authority, ſhould make himtcif ac» 
ceſlory to all that mitchief which ſhould redound unto-theChurch 
by ſo pernicious an Inſtrument, 

A point which I wiſh it might be taken notice of by all choſe 
who have or may have power to-impower others, whetherin a 
Crvil or Eccleſiaſtical way, to promote and inſtall any in any 
place or office of publike truſt, whether in the Church or { onmon» 
wealth, If fo be they be men of dangerous and poylonous prin- 
ciples, fuch as thoſe Heretical Blaſphemers'T have been ſpeaking 
of, let them take heed how they /ay-ha»ds on them (unlefle it be 
n ſecuring their perſons from doing any farther harme).; how 
they have any hand in putting advantages into theirhands, wher- 
by they may ſpread the contagion of their Errours to the indan-- 
gering of the ſouls of others.. In ſo doing they ſhall make them- 
ſelves partakers of their (in, acceſſories to all the evill that accru- 
£th to the Church of Sod by their means. 


3. A third way isby tolerating and ſuffering of ſuch. This I _—, 


take from the Spirit writing to the Churches, Rev. 2. Writing 
to the Church of Pergamms; he layeth this to the charge of the. 
Angel there,. that. he had in that Church them Which held- the do» 
Brine of Balaam, ver. 14, and them which held the dottrine. of the 
Nicolattans,. 


Up) 
Nicolaitans, vex/. 15, Pertinacious Hereticks , for ſo niuch the 
word "there imports ; «2+ role mr Idix tw, ſuch as held faſt 
.thoſe dorines. So the fame. word is tranſlated in the verie 
foregoing, ver. 13. Thou holdeſt faſt my name, nears 73 oroua js 
And ſo the word here fignificth , an obſtinate and pertinacious 
holding of thoſe heretical doArines, (which properly maketh an 
'Hererck:).: Such Herezicks there were ſome in that Church. But 
what was that to the eafnge/, the Miniſter, or Officers in that 
Church > Yes, Ev izas, T horn haſt them, 1. e. thou tolerateſt and 
ſuffereſt them , not proceeding againſt them according to that 
authority committed unto thee. : So you have it more plainly in 
charcharge againſt the Church of Thyatira, v. 20. T have a few 
thivigs againſt thee;becanſe thox [uffereſt that woman Jezebel which 
calleth her [elf a Propheteſſe, to teach and ſeduce my people \, This 
ToLERATIO N, Where that power which God hath committed 
£0 any for the ſuppreſſing, reforming, or puniſhing of ſuch Here- 
tical.Blaſphemers , is not put forth, -but they are 'connived at, 
born with, this involves thoſe who are herein failing in their du- 
ty, in the guilr of that ſin, maketh them acceſſories to it. The Rule 
4s ancient and true, 2; non vetat peccare cum poſſit jubet, who 0 
having power to prohibit or hinder an evill., ſhall not pur, forth 
that power, maketh-himſelf (atleaſt) acceflory toit.: This. do 
Charch-officers un the ſtate Eoclefraſtical ; Having liberty to ex- 
ercife that power which Jeſus Chriſt hath committed to them for 
theedification of his Church under himſelf, if they ſhall not pur it 
forth for the ſuppreſſing of ſo great an evill as this, they thereby 
become acceſſories to it, Ando doth the (will Magiſtrate, be. 
ingby Gods appointment kzeper of both T ables, if: he ſhall not 
draw-forth the ſword which God had pur into his band, for the 
.-vindicating of the name and cauſe of God again{t theſe open and 
Profeſied enemies of it, tor the Paniſhing of Bliſphemers accor- 
ding to the power and authority commitred to him : by this whe- 
-ther volantary, Or zegligent Toleration and connivance; he invol- 
veth himſelf in the guilt of this fo. 79; 
L2ueft, Happily lome by the way may interrupt me, and de- 
mand of me, What puniſhment u ane unto rhu ſin, 
Anſw, Give me leave to turne aſide a little to-returne them an 
Anſwer.For che right ſtating whereof we muſt diflinguiſh. There 
are divers kinds ,of B//phemies and. Blaſphemers. To. follow the 
| Caſuilt 
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Caſuiſt Aled; there are two kinds of Blaſphemsy;the one Immeds. 
ate,the other Mediate, Immediate, which ſtrikes direAly at God 


Caſuum, -cap« 


himſelf,denying him to be, ortobe ſuch a one as he hath revealed 15. Caſ. 5. De 
himſelf;or attributing ſomething to him which is inconſiſtent with Blaſphcmia. 


his nature, or highly diſhonorable to his Majeſty, 1ediate, which 
doth only obliquely,indireMly,interprecatively, & by conſequence 
redound to him, and refletupon him : As when his /mage, Word, 
Works, Ordinances are contumeliouſly ſpoken of, which redound. 
eth unto God the Prototype, and Anthor of them. 
Again,Blaſphemy is either of 1»firmity,or Pertinacie, Of Infirmie 
ty, which is ſudden, and occaſioned through the diſtemper of ſome 
aſſion,or the violence of lome temptation,Of Pertinacy,when men 


in cold blood do adviſedly blaſpheme the name of God; or when | 


they do x274y, pertinaciouſly and obſtinatly maintain ſome dam» 
nably Heretical and Blaſphemous doctrines, 

Now according to the quality,kindand degree of this (in, ſo is 
the pniſhnent to be proportioned, As for /nemediate Blaſphemy 
againſt God himſelf, the divine law maketh ic capital. You may 
read it, Levit.24. where 4Loſes enquiring of God cancecning the 
Blaſphemer, which was then in ward, what they ſhould do with 
him,che Lord returns him an anſwer,both concerning him,and all 
others in the like caſe,ver.13,14,15,16, The Lord fake unto Mo- 
ſes,ſaying, Bring forth him that hath curfed without the Camp,and let 
all that heard h m lay their hands npon his head, and let all the Cone 
gregation one him, And thou ſhalt ſpeak wto the children of Iſrael, 


ſaying Whoſoever curſeth his God,ſhall bear his fin. And he that blaſ: _ 


phemeth the name of the Lord ſhall ſurely be put to death. ] Here's 
the Divine Law,which hath been followed by the Civil Law. Blaſ- 
phemi «ltimis ſuppliciss afficiantur,Blaſphemers,let them be puniſh- 
ed with capital puniſhments,with death. Others have ad judged this 
fin to be puniſhed with c:ring off . or plucking out the tongue, 
And that (faith Areriu ) molt deſervedly. For unworthy is that 
tongue ever to ſpeak more,that ſhall dare once to ſpeak againſt its 
Creator, | 
Afterwards the Canon Law hath relaxed, and mitigated the pu- 
niſhment, commuting it into pecuniary 4rlts and Penances,&c. 
But by what Authority it hath taken-upon it thus to difpence with 


Vide A4lfied, 
ibid, 
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the Divine Law,it cannot be ſaid. ure it is, this unwarrantabie le- tiusL. oc.Come 
nity hath been-no ſmall adyantage.untothe fin, As for the Law of DO 
God PU ma 


| Turg Canmice 
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bet Chrifilanos, 
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Arectius.ibid. 
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God, it is expreſie and peremprory ; He that bluſphemeth 11* 
name of the Lord fhall ſurely be put to Qeath ; which being under- 
{tood of manifeſt and xotoriow Blaſphemies, where God himlelf is 
peirced or {truck through, (as the word there uled {NV2kab) pro- 

zrly gnfierh, and that by a perion that is Compos ments, in his 
right wits, is an ##tver/al [aw for all Nations, being indeed of the 
law of nature. $0 much is colle&ed by ſome from thoſe words of 
fobs Wife to her husdand, 7ob 2.9, (bing read as our T ranflition 
renders them , ( #r/e God, and dye; Intimating that by that means 
he ſhould foone be diſpatched, cur oft by the fword of the Magi- 
ſtrare. A conſtruction taken from a not #mprobable {uppoſition, 
viz, that the very {;ght of nature d1d carry thoſe heathemiſh Nati- 
ons to as high and {cvere a revenge again{t the higheſt ſin, as the 
law of 1Zoſes did the Iſraelites, It was natzral divinity that taughr 
the Athezians to adjudge their Socrates ro-death for ſome diſho-' 
nourable and contumehous knguage againſt their gods. And fo 
much our judicious Perkins ablerves from that Decree of Nebu- 
chadne&?-ar ,Dan.z 29. who, though a Heathen, yet. gave in.com- 
mandment to his people concerning the God:of Shadrach, Meſbeck 


and Abeavego,being convinced that he was the only true God that 
1f any one Bluſphemen'himfpake any thing amille:concerninghim, 


that he ſhould'be-cut in peices,and bus honſe made a dung-hil },(From 
whence the aforeſaid Author collects, that manifeſt and convitted 
Atheiſts,if they be put to death,they hawe but their.deſerts ), This did 
that conicientious Heathen by the light of nature, 

A,precedent which will riſe up in judgment apainſt many Chr;- 
Tian Magiſtrates at the laſt and great day,who, notwithſtanding 
that they have-not only the ſame /aw of nature, but the written 
law, the law of the Word to go before them, to direR and beare 
them out, yet they can ſuffer the name of God to be peirced and 
ſtruck through, and that in a preſumpruous way by manifeſt and 
notorious Blaſphemies, and yet connive at it, nor drawing forth 
the ſword to avenge the quarrel] of their Creator, Fgregie profeo 
vicarii & vaſalli Dei ) ({aith Alfted {praking of ſuch); tull well do 


they deſerve to be called Gods Depmies and Vicegerents, who 


whillt they are moſt tender of their own names, their own honors, 
their own privi/eages, they care not how the name of Sod ſuffer 
by impious and blaiphemous tongues. /mmediate BlaSbhemy is Ca- 


 p1:al,deſerving death by the law of God, and by the lay and Jighe 


of Nature, Qbjett. 
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Objef, Bat if ſo,how came Aoſes to be at a ſtand concerning 
that Bl/aihemer , that he ſhould ſo ſolicitouſly enquire of God 
what he ſhould do with him? 

Anſw.To this it is anſwered, This 37s/es cid not out of any cru» 
ple that he had, whether he deſerved death or no. Well did he 
know what ſentece of the /a\v had paſſed upon thoſe which ſhould 
curſe their father or mother, £x94. 21,17. He that curſeth hu father 
or mother ſhall ſurely be put todeath |. And conſequently he could 
not make a queſtion whether B/aſphemy againſt God deſerveth the 
lixe,or no. But his ſcruple was about the kjnd of dearth, which in as 
much as God had not determined inparticular,he made a queſtion 
whether that which was infliged for a far leſſe offence, were nat 
too light for this. B/a#hemy being the higheſt ſn deſerveth to be 
puniſhed extrems ſuppliciz(asthe phraſe of the Civil law is) with 
the higheſt kind of puniſhment.$0 doth ymmediate Blaſphemy. 

As for Mediate and Immediate Blaſphemy, it is to be weighed 
and conſidered according to the aforeſaid Aſodification & reſpetts, 
whether it be ſudden or deliberate; whether of infirmity, . or perti- 
»acy;and accordingly the puniſhment is to be qualified; 'So much 
we-may learnfrom St. 7:4de,who ſpeaking of ſuch kind of perſons, 
willerh Chriſtians, of [ome to have compaſſion, making a difference, 
7 de y.22.yet ſo as the fin ought not to beconnived at,not paſſed 
by. *pecially in confirmed ,vabitnated and preſamptuons blaſphemers, 

ſuch1« doadviſedly or cuſtomarily utter, or obſtinately maintaine 
what tends to the high diſhononr of God In this caſe the name of 
God Galleth for a vindication from themwho do not beare the 
ſword for nought : who if they ſhall now connive at offences and 
offendors & this-nature, ſuffering them to go unpuniſhed, in ſo do- 
ing they mike themſelves partakers of the fin, Acceſſories to it, 

This do pubike perſons by Tolerativg.not Puniſoing. 
4.And thisjn the fourth place to haſten in that which remains) 
may private perſons do,by n:# reproving,ro: ſhewing their diflike, 
and deteſtation of this ſin. Not Reproving of it. Have no fellowſhip 
with the unfruitſul works of darkneſſe, but reprove them rather; $0 
the Apoſtle layeth dow» the general-Injunction, Eph,5 .11.agree- 
ably to that Preſcription i» the Law, Levit.19.17.T hou ſhalt 1n 4- 
wy wiſe rebrihe thy ne;ghbonr,and not ſuffer ſin upon bim |, This are 
Chriftians to do with a wiſe aud holy zeale ; as inother caſes, {0 1Nn 
this making uſe of (raſonable Adyzonitions and es eG A 
4 there 
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there is any hope they may take place. Otherwiſe the Rule is, Caf 
not pearls before ſwine,Matth.7,6. Rebukg not a ſcorner leſt he bate 
thee, Prov. 9,8. Perſons deſperatly wicked and profane are not to 
be dealt withal in this way, Admonitions and Reprehenſions {o 
ſpentgwill be mi/-ſpevr;Nay,it may be,prove like ojle to the fire, in» 

ing inſtead of quenching, Upon this ground it was that Heze- 
hiahs. Commiſſioners when they heard Rabhakeh blaſpheming in 
that deſperate way,they anſWered him not a word,I1a.36, 21.deem- 
ing it in vain to make any reply, when it would but incite him to 
farther outrage. Fur where there is any hope that reproofs may 
be hearkned to, Chriſtians may not be tongue-tyed, they ought to 
ſpeak for God. nh 

However,ſome way or otherthey are to marifeft. their diſlike 
and deteſtation of this fin. It was a Canon amongſit the Jewes(as 
J hinted it before}, that whoſoever heard Blaſphemy of the name of 
God,whether he heard it bimſelf, or heard it by the report of another, 
he was bound torend his cloatbs.And fo did thoſe Ambaſſadors (as 
told you), though they held their peace, yet they rent their gar- 
ments, This Ceremony was Jewiſh, but the Horaland meaning of 
it is (Chriſtian, Chriſtians ought not to have the name of Godblaſl- 
phemed, but they ought ſome way or other to manifeſt their de 
teſtation of it, and indignation againſt it. Which not doirg, 
they may ſeem to approve of what they do neither by word 20r. 
figne reprove,and ſo may become Acceſſories to this highet of 

ns, 

5. Again (in the fifth place) this may be done by a vo/unmry a[- 
Sſociating with ſuch kind of perſons, entertaining unneceſſ.y fami- 
larity or ſociety with them. This Chriſtians may not do.T 15Pasls 
chargeto his Corinthians concerning ſcandalous perſoss in gene- 
ral, that they ſhould not copay with ſuch, not eate with them, 
1.C07..5.9.11. that is,not have any intimate and unn-ceflary fami.. 
liarity with them, The like the ſame Apoſtle requires from his 
Theſſalonians, 2 T heſſ.3, 14. 1f any man obey. yot onr Word (receive. 
not our doArine, bur oppoſe it) note chat mn, and have no commus+» 
210n with bim,that he may be aſhamed. Andthe like direction he gi- 
veth to Timothy concerning theſe Blaſphemers and Seducers in the 
fifth verſe of this chapter (2. Tim. 3.5.) From (uch turn away; am: 
Tine, i.e. arowac, have no ſociety, no communion with them. 
This would not St, Fohn have with that blaſphemous Heretick Ce+ 

Yan. 


rinthus,whom when he eſpied waſhing himſelf in the Barheghe're- 
fuſed to enter into the ſame place, fearing leſt the roof ſhould fall 
on his head which covered ſo wretched a miſcreant, (as it is repor- 
ted from Policarpe by Ireneus & Ewſeb.),And this ought not Chri- 
ſtians to have with men of the like ſpiric, If a man have a Plagae-- 
ſore upon him, they who take notice of it ſhall not needto be diſ- 


ſwaded from keeping him company, Now ſurefy the contagion of. * 1ib-7-cap-23 


Heretical Blaſphemy is no lefle dangerous to the foul,then the Pe. 
ſilence to the Body. Beſides, intimate and unneceſlary familiarity. 
with the ſinner carrieth with ita ſeeming approbation of the (in, 
and fo maketh a man acceſlory to it;and in that reſpeAto be decli- 
ned. The Garment ſpotted by the fleſs ought not to be touched, nor. 
come nigh, 7«de 23. 

6. Again(1n the (1xth place) Chriſtians may be made acceſſories 
eo this (in,by not mourning for it. Thus are all Chriſtians to be af- 


feed with the ſcandalous fals of their brethren. Pax/ blameth his - 


Corinthians,that taking notice of that Znceſtuousperſon,they were 
yet poſſe #up,and had not rather mourned,that he who had done that 
deed might be taken avvay from among them, 1 Cor. 5.2:I1n not doing 
it they make themſelves acceſſory to.the-fin, So did all they in 7e- 
ruſalem who did not mourn for the (ins of the times. And ſo do 
they in England at this day, who hearing of ſuch horrid B/aÞhe- 
ies as are dayly belched-out againſt the God of heaven, againſt 
his 77uth,his wayes, his Ordinances, and being called upon to hum+ 
ble their ſouls for them, are yet puffed up with an apprehenſion of 
ſuch g/oriow times,ſuch happy and bleſſed times; and do not rather 
#20#rn, mourn for the (in, that ſo the offerdors. might cither be ye. 
formed,or puniſhed. 

'7- In the laſt place (to name no more) .Chriſtians may be accef- 
ſory to this (in by being occaſions of it. This is that which is charged 
upon David, 2 Sam.12.14, By thoſe foul fins of his he had given 
great occaſions to the enemies of God to blaſpheme, And this the A- 
poſtle chargeth upon thoſe Jews, who making their boaſt of the 
Law,yet walked contrary to it by open violations of it, T he name 
of God, ſaith he):5 blaſphemed amongſt. the Gentiles through you,Rom- 


Irexeu lib.3. 
cap.3. Exſeb, 
lib.4.cap14. 
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2. 24. And thus is the Reljgion of God ſubjcR tobe blaſphemed — 


throughthe ſcandalore lives of Chriſtians, When they ſha!l walk . 
contrary to their Profeſſions,profane perſons will be ready to caſt 
this in the face of their Religion.Lo what a Religion is this which, 

| yeeldeth 
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yeeldeth fuek fruits ! So 48 by theſe means they become acceſſory 


ro the BlaſÞhemy of others. Which let all of us beware of, A Cave- 
at preſſed by our Apoſtle onee and again, t Tim 6.1.7it.2.5. And 
let every of us take ic home to our ſelves, making uſe of ir; Eſpeci- 
ally in theſe catching times, wherein many lye in wait for ſuch oc- 
cations, that they might have ſomewhat to caſt in the face of the 
true Religion of God, and thoſe who ſhew themſelves conſtant 
in the profeſſion of it, Be we ſo much the more watchful over our 
wayes,over our walkings,that ſo we may be no wayes acceflory to 
thele their BlaFhemies. 

And thus havelI at length diſpatched this uſeful and neceſſary ca- 
veat concerning this great and wrath provoking evil of the times. 
Take heed that we be not parrakers in it,whether as Principals or 
as Acceſſories, 

And thus waſhing our own hands of the fin, now do what we 

. may for others;for our brethren, for the Church ofGod amongſt ns. 
1.,For our Brethren,which are of two forts,ſuch as are fa/ter,ſuch 
as yet ſtand, A word foreach. 

1. For the former, do what we may for their Recovery, A duty 
incumbent upon atf,vho themſelvs ſtanding upon the ſhoar,onghr 
ro reach forth a hand to thofe whom 'they fee ſwiming im the 
fttrexm, When Abraham heard how his kinſman Lot was taken'and 
carried away captive, preſently he arms himſelf, and maketh out 
for his reſene;,Gen.14., Do we the likefor our brethren, whom we 
fee or hear of to be thns taken captive bychedevil;&e carried away 
at his pleaſure, Odo what we may for their refcte, their recovery, 

Duet. What ſhall we do for them ? | 

Anſ.Berein hearken to St. Z«de, who having firft ſh-wed Chri- 
fttans what they are to do for them/e/vs in ſuch Apoſtatizing times, 
Keep your ſelvesin'the love of Godv.21. Then he direfts them what 
to do for others, ſuca as are carried away with the errors of the 
times,v.22,2:Of ſome(faith he have compaſſion mirking a difference. 
And others ſave with fear ,pulling them out of the fire ]. And this ler 
all'of us do concerning'our {edncingiand/feduced brethren, P ut- 
ting a difference betwixt the one and the vther;On ſome have compaſ< 

fiongviz. of weak, wel-meaning;fimpte;leduced fouls;ſuch as follow 
their teducing teachers (as thoſe 200 men did Ab/olom; 2 Sam,15, 
10.) i» the ſimplicity of their hearts, being carried away by their 
plauſible pretences, and fpecious glofſes which they (et upon => 

alle 
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falſe and damnable doAtrines, On /uch have compaſſion, (as praying 
for them,ſlo ) ſeeking their recovery by gentle means, gentle aa- 
monitions gnitruftionseprehenſions; endeavouring to hold forth a 
light untothem,to convince them of their wandrings,and to direct 
them into the way of truth again, from whence they have fo dan- 
gerouſly gone afide. Thus deal with them as tender-hearted Surge- 
ons do with diſ-located or diſ-joynted bones, handle them wich 
a gentle hand, reſtoring them (as the Apoltle alludipg to that Me- 
tapbor exhorts,Gal,c.1. with a Firit of meekneſſe. 

As for others, pertinacious aud obſtinate Hereticks, perverſe and 
proud ſ{:ducers, or men confirmed and hardned in their blaſphe. 
mous errors, if it may be, ſave them alſo, As much as inus lies be 
milrumental in their ſalvation. But they are to be proceeded with 
in another way,in a way of ſeverity. | Save thew with fear ]. terris 
fying them. by thundring out the judgments of God againlt them; 


where -othet means avail not, making uſe.of the ſharper and ſeve- 


Ter cevſures of the Church. In this cale, where thoſe milder xeme- 
dies of admonition, :and ſuſperſion witlnottake place, the bigheſt 


cenſure of Excompnucation 13 ſeafonable.This4s theChurches laſt 


remedy, preſcribed by the Apoſtle-in the:likecaſe unto the Church 


of Corinth tobe uſed towards their [nceftrars brother, 1:COr.5, 5.- 


1 hawe judged aich he) that he Who hath dane thu deed, he delivered 
unto Satanfor: the deſtruBtion of the fleſhgthat the ſÞirit may.be (aved 
3n the day of the Lord Jeſus) And what'Paulpreſcriberhyhimlelte 
praRtiſeth 1n the caſe we have-now-in hand. 'Having,to deale-wiih 


- a Payre of blaſphemous Apoſtates, Hywener and eAlexander, he. 


betaketh himſelf co-this as the.laſt and only means left for their re- 


covery;l have delivered them unto Satan (faith he) that they may: 


learn not to Blaſpheme. 1 Tim.1.nlt, meaning thereby the tentence 
of Excommunicatiou, (as appeareth by comparing this with the 
form. r Text): A cenſure which tf rightly diſpenſed (however the 
itl managing of it in former times hath-rendred it contemprible in 
theſe)would be found a terrible rhanderbolt, Soit was found by 
many in the Primitive times, where thoſe which were truck-with 
this cen/are were oft-times given over 'by God into the hands of 
Satan to be buffeted, vexed and tormented by him both 1n their 
fpiritc and bodres,with inward horrors and terrors,8 with outward 
diſeaſes, And truly, were the right uſe of this Cenſure reſtored unto 


the-Church,1 doubt not but this :wig of (hrifts rod would be found . 
TO- 


Vide New An- 
nor. Eng.n 
1Cor.5.5, 


(43) 


to have ſome powey init; God would manifeſt himſelf in & by this 
Ordinance, ſo as to make it an effeAual means for the recovering 
of ſome who are dangerouſly fallen, and for the ſtaying of others 


who are in danger of following them,and ſo conſequently for the 


ſtopping of the courſe of this and the like evils, which for want 
hereof are like to increaſe and multiply to the eminent hazard of 
Aouls,and endangering of the Church. 

Thus are theſe Hymeneus's and eAlexanders, Geſperate Apo- 
ſtates and Seducers to be dealt with,ſaved with fear even pulled owt 
of the fire(as it there followeth). Thus dea!eth the tender-hearted 
mother by her young child which ſhe ſeeth to be fallen into the 
fire,ſhe layeth hold where he can, plucking it out haſtily and vyio- 
1Jently,not caring though ſhe endanger a /imzb to ſave the /ife of it, 
And thus are this deſperate generation of men to be dealt with, 
Their danger being preſent and eminent,no leſle then if they were 
in the fire,they being ready to fall into the fire of hell, nay that fire 
having already taken hold of them, their rongues being ſet on fire 
with it; O ſcek we by any way or means to pluck them out of this 
fire. This do we for thoſe of our brethren who are fallen, 

2.For thoſe who through the mercy of God ſupporting them, 
do yet ſtand, do what we may to hold them up, Srrengthning the 
-weak hands,and confirming the feeble knees (as the Prophet hath it) 
1/a.35.3.To this end,dealing one with another, as men wading 0- 
vera deep, but fordable river, where the current runneth ſtrong, 
they take another by the hand that they may not becarried away 
with the ſtream, Thus let Chriſt;a»s,(and(where.it may be)(urh- 
es) joyne together in holy combinations, taking one another by the 
hand,mutually confirming and ftrengrthning each other, that ſo we 

and they may be able to ſtand again(t that ſtrong ſtream of BYaſ- 
phemous Errors, m_—_— many have been carried away already, 
and others.are dayly endangered. 
3.For the Chxrch,as all of us are bound, do what we may to free 
that,that theſe Red-Deagon waters may not prevaile upon the face 
of it, To that end I have but one word more to ſay; Let all of us, 
and all others whom it concernerth,do what in us licththat the Go- 
vernment of Feſus Chrift mayFet up and eſtabliſhed in it, zhen 
there was no King in Iſrael ( no Civil Czovernment) every one aid 
that which Was right in hu oWpn eyes,Judg.17.6.not that which was 
Light in Gods eyes,but what every man fancied and pleaſed. And 


truly 


tculy thns hath ic been in this unhappy Tuterregnum, this deplora- 
ble interval of Church Government in this Nation, While the for- 


mer government hath been laid aſide,and no other efteually ſub» — 


ſtiruted in the roome of ic, every man hath done in matters of Re- 
ligion what was right in his own eyes. And hinc ile lachryme, 
hence is it that this ſea of evils hath broken in upon the Church of 
God. For the ſtopping of the courſe hereof, let all who with well 
to Feruſalem,do what in them lyeth to promote the cauſe of God, 
in erecting a Goverxment in his Church, This is the 9w2ans which 
Chriſt hath ſanAifed for the freeing of his Church from theſe 
oreat evils, Of the force and efficacy whereof all ages have had 
ſufficient experience, In the laſt age, (as bad as the Government 
then was, whether in the Title or Exerci/e, whether in the Conſti- 
tution or Adminiſtration and management of it, yer) ſuch »ight- 
birds as theſe durſt notthen fly abroad, Though ſome comparativly 
ſteighter errors began then to put up head,yer grofler Hereſies durſt 
not appear. (An inſtance ſufficient ro make good thatreceived 


maxime, that 7 yranny # better then Anarchie. Better an ill-mana--— 


ged Government then no Government.) In other of the Reformed 
Churches, where that form of Government; which was ſuppoſed 
to be modelled and laid out for this Church, hath obtained eſta- 
bliſhment and countenance,ſuch evil weeds as theſe have nor been 
ordinarily found to grow, at leaſt not to flonriſh under the ſha- 
dow of it. So far hath Chriſt owned that (for ſubſtance) his owne 
Ordinance, as that few ſuch deſperate Blaſphemors Hereticks have 
been found in thoſe Churches, That the Church of God amongſt 
us may enjoy the like mercy, all of us contribute what we may, 
our Pravers and endeavonrs, that the work of God may be carried 
on for the ſetting up of a wall, a ſence about this his vineyard, his 
Pheepfold; a wall, a fence of Eccleſiaſtical Government about this 
Church, which cill it be, it cannot ina rational and ordinary way 
be expected or hoped,that theſe Foxes ſhould be kept from ſpoyl- 
ing our Yines,or theſe elves from tearing and worrying the poor 
Lambs of Chriſt | hus far the Application hath run in a more ge- 

neral way. - | 
Come we now ina few words to direRitin a more ſpecial way 
to the Minifters of the (Goſpel. Upon them the Text ſeemeth to look 
with a more ſpeciai eye. Know thou (laith Paxl to Timothy here ) 
that in the laſt dayes there ſhall be perilous times, for men ſhall be (a- 
H mong 
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mong other vices Which they ſhall be grven up to) Blaſphemers. 
This 7 :methy mult take ſpecial eognizance of, And wherefore he 
more then others? For this take a doubleReak. r, That he mighc not 
be d;/may'd or diſconrag'd by it,2.That he might be awakzed, qnick- 
ned, animated to be {o much the more viglant,conftant COMY Agios, 
in appearing and acting for God, and for his truth againſt thoſe 
open adverſaries of ir, & in oppoſing,and bearing up head againſt 
thofe vices and errors of the times, And in this way tt this Pre- 
woritien be uſcful to all the faithful Viniſters of Chrift. Now that 
we fee this prediQtion verithed amongſt us in ſo punAual amanner.. 
i. Be not diſcouraged at it, Truth is, fuch times as thefe are dit. 
couraging times. They are ſo to all Chriſtians who delire to be 
found faithiul with God. But ſpecially co the 2finifters of ChriFF, 
Paul would have Timothy here to know that there were ugues} zu 
ae}, difficult and perilons times acoming ; Perilous ſpecially ro 
men of his Coarghis Cafing. And ſuch they are. 7hen Profeſſours 
rurn Apoſtatizing Blaſphemers then let Timothies,the Miniſters 
God.look to themſelves. Then every eAthanaſmes hall be a Satanſrus, 
and what not ? they ſhall be. loaded with flanderous imputations 
andobloqu es ro render them odious inthe eyes of the world. Put 
let not this 47/z2ay or diſcorrage. Athing which the beft of men in 
this caſe may be ſubje& to. We ſecitin Feremy,When he ſaw what 
entertainment his perſon and meilage tound among many, how 
The Word of the Lord was made a reproach unto him, aud a deriſion 
day ly, how his doctrine was fleighced,derided, mocked at by ſuch 
menasthe Apaſtle bere ſpeakech of, Blaſphemers, what were his 
thonghts hereupon? you may read them fer, 20.8,9 Then I ſaid, 1 
Will nat make mention of him,nor ſpeak any more in his name. ) Here» 
upon. Zeremy,what with fear and diicentent, he beginneth ro take 
upa reſolution of plencing himſelf of laying afide his cajling, Such 
diſcouragements if ſuch timesthe Miniſters of Chriſt are ſubjectro.. 
Put let them not give way to them. Taus it hath been, and thus ir 
is. here foreto'd that it ſhonld be, And wherefore foretold ? bur 
that the 17inifters of God (whom after a ſpecial manner it con- 
cerns)might not be ſo offended at'it,as to be dilcoraged at it.Theſe 
things have-l ſpoken unto you that you ſhonld nat be offended ( (aith 
Qur. Saviour to his Diſciples, ſpeaking of the evill times which were 
to come after his departure from.them, John 16, 1.) And fo , this 
thing bath the ſpiric of God. foretold, thar the pane * the 
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Goſpel being foreWarned, might alfo be forearmed 3gainlt what e- 


ver diſheartnings or difcouragements. 


2. Bar,on the other hand, Awakened; Excited, animate d;to great- 
er Vigilancy,Cofiftancy,Comrage. 

1.Vig:lancy, When Foxes and Wolves are abroad, it is time for 
the Shepherds to look out, And fach are /edwcing Teachers... Foxes, 
[0 I/rael, thy Prophets are like the Foxes in the deſerts, (ſaith the 
Prophet £zekie/)cap.! 3.4 Such are falſe Prophets, feducing Teach- 
ers being (as Par! faith of Elimas, Atts 13.0.) fall of all ſuwbtilty and. 
craft.And as Foxes,fo Wolves. 1 know( faith Pan/tothe Elders of 
Epheſus that after my depariure grievouWelves ſhall enter in amosg 


you, wot Sharing the flock, AAs 20.29, meaning thereby Sedwucers 


falſe Teachers,whom our Saviour defcribeth to bej#/otves inSheeps 
clothmg Mat.7.15.And being ſuch,tt ſtandeth the Afzzifters ofGod 
(his Shepherds, as they are often tiled) in hand, to look out to 
them.To them is that tpeech direted,C amt. 2.15.7 ahe ms the Fox- 
er, the little Foxes that fpoyle the Vines } It is the ſpeech of Chyiſ 
to bis Afizifters {fairh one new Annotations upon it , exciting 
them to look out,&have an eye to falfe teachers who ſeduce weak 
Chriſttans. And Pax forctelling the E/dersaforeſatd what Foloes 
ſhould break m upon the Church,in rhe next words he gives them 
al [tems, befpeaking their vigtlancy, T berefore watch, AQ,20. 31, 
The Miniſters of Chriſt hearing of ſuch dangerons inttruments a- 
broad ſhou'd be fo much the more vigilant over their flocks: 

'2. And as vigilant over others, ſo {onftart in refpeR of them 
ſelves. This is Pax/scharge to Timothy in thischapter, 2 Tim. 3; 
Having forerold him what times and perſons were to come, he 

iveth him his lefſon,v. 14. Bur continue thou(laith he)in the things 
which thow haft learned, and haft been afſaredof ]. And let all the 
Miniſters of Chriſt cake it home to themſelves,. In the midſt of 
what ever revolutions and furnings, though the whole world. 
{ſhould turn round, yct let them ſtand like fo:many ( exrers, not (0- 
far complying with any error of the tunes asto decline any wayor 
Truth of God, which they have beleeved, profeſſed & held forih.. 

;. And being conſtant in the Truth, let them tbe ſo much the 
more zealous and conraliou indefending it, and oppoling the Ad» 
verſaries of it, So far ſhould this oppoſition be trom damping 
their ſpirits, as that ir ſhould by an anrrperiiZaſis make the fire of 


holy zeale to burn ſo much the more intenſly within them, Such 
5h IA H.2. ctteR: 
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effeR it had in Parl; when Elimas the Sorcerer, a ſeducing Teach- 
er, withſtood him, ſeek;ng to rrryne the Deputy from the faith, At, 
13.8,9, Sce how Pax/'s ſpiritwas ſtirred within him, Then Paul fil- 
led with the Holy Ghoſt ſet hu eyes on him, and ſaid, O full of all 


ſubtilty, and all miſchief, thou child of the Devil,c5c ) with ſuch a 


holy zeale did that good Polycarpe Saint [ohns diſciple confront 
that Blaſphemous Heretick farcion, who meeting him, and de- 
manding of him whether he knew him, Yes ſaith he, Apnoſco te 
primogenitums Diaboli, I knoW thee to be the firſt-born of the Devil, 
So far ſhould the Miniſters of Chriſt be from being diſmayed or 
terrified by theſe Adverſaries, that they ſhould (as (alvin ſpeaks 
upon the Text) eLnimos potizs ad reſiſtenanm colligere,rather gird 
up their loynes, and gather up their ſpirits, that to they may go 
out more couragioully in the ſtrength of God againſt chem, 

This branch of the Application I might yet amplifie and in- 
large, by ſhewing you in what wayes, and by what weanes the Mis 
nilters of God are to go out againſt ſuch adverſaries of the Truth; 
as viz, by preaching againſt them, writing againſt them, confutin 
their Errors, plucking off the Masks and Vizards and diſguizes 


from their faces, diſcovering their Impoſtures; that ſo thesr folly 
being made manifeſt to all men, they may proceed no farther (as 
our Apoſtle hath ir, ve, 10, of this chapter). Burt I have already. 
expatrated far beyond the limits which I propounded to my ſelfe 
when I firſt took this ſubje& in hand, and therefore ſhall here 
conclude , deſiring God to make theſe Meditations as profitable 


as they are ſ{eaſonable. 
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